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The
WORLDS FIRST
freestyle frame with
cold forged 4130 CrMo
dropouts. This frame is
made of 100% chromoly. Not
just the tubes!! Featuring a
ramp and street geometry,
with double top tubes,
extrastable 1.4mm WT 4130
CrMo tubing, and CNC
machined headtube with
reinforcement at top and
bottom to give this frame the
strength to endure the hard-
est sport in the galaxy: BMX
FREESTYLE: Special
Feature: The dropouts are
already marked for 14mm
axles. Choice of finish: CP
finish, matte CP or black CP

The ultimate flatland pegs! Designed by ex-world-
champion and current German pro flatlander
Michael Steingraeber.

High-tech 2 piece UK made alloy pegs. Bonded,
featuring high grade alloy insert to the end of the
peg. giving greater abrasion resistance. Asan added
bonus they have a threaded key for inbuilt chain
tensioning. In NC finish or black.
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Forged alloy seatpost calmps, with
threaded steelinserts so that the
tightening screws will not strip, as
may happen with alloy threads.
For normal or oversized trames.
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This is the story of Seymour Stone. Seymour was a responsible young man who had
always done what was expected of him. He worked hard, studied hard, graduated from col-
lege, got a secure job at the local post office, and never partook in dangerous activities. He
was a model citizen, but there was another side to Seymour, a side lusting for danger and
excitement, a side just waiting to lash out.

we will now join our friend Seymour just moments before he snapped, but before we do
I must explain the forces at work inside of Seymour’s mind. You see, Seymour rode his bike to
work every day, not a BMX bike, just your average run-of-the-mill roadbike; and on his way to
and from work he passed a field where kids had built jumps. Now every day Seymour saw the
kids enjoying themselves, and he wanted to join them, but being the well mannered mama’s boy
that he is, he repressed these feelings under a veil of self-righteous adult responsibility. This
inner conflict, along with the stress of his monotonous life, was turning Seymour into a walking
time bomb, and soon he was going to blow.

We now join Seymour at a typical day at work. It is 8:30AM on Monday, September the
16th, and Seymour has just arrived at work, a half hour early as usual. He punches in his cus-
tomary five minutes early, and sits down to read the morning’s MAIL (pp.6-7,58). Then it hap-
pens. The mounting pressure in his cranium finally gives, and like Mount Saint Seymour, he blows
his top. “I can’t take it anymore,” he screams, “I want to ride the little bikes!”

His co-workers throw a cautious glance his way as they reach for the intercom to spread
the NEWS (pp.8-9): “Code 43, we have a disgruntled employee in sector six.” Within moments
a man named REYNOLDS (p.11) appears ready to diffuse the situation. He explains to Seymour
HOW TO regain control of his senses by taking several deep breaths and counting to ten, but
it's no use. Seymour has seen enough people break, he knows what to do, but that’s not what
he wants. He's through with this life. He knows the key to true freedom and happiness. He
has seen it in the fields. A life of BMX awaits him.

Certain that he is a gonner, they call in BRENNAN (pp.26-33) the Brute to escort him out
of the office. Sensing danger, Seymour picks up a paper weight in self defense. He is quickly
wrestled to the ground and taken away. Work resumes as normal. Meanwhile, they inform
Seymour that he’ll be RIDING THE SHORT BUS (pp.34-35) home, and that he is not to return.

on the ride home they pass the SOUTHPARK BMX (pp.38-45) track, and Seymour jumps
ship. Before they can react, he disappears into the woods along side the road. He is free at
last. He figures he can live quite comfortably on the money he has saved up for some time,
but he knows he can’t live like a hog in the FAT HOUSE (pp.46-47,50-53) forever. No matter, he
knows that going back to the working world now would be as bad as KILLING YOURSELF (pp.54-
57). BMX is his life now, and if that means being poor, than so be it.

First things first, he needs a bike. So he heads down to the local bike shop to make a
purchase. Once inside he comes face to face with the bike of his dreams, the XRj-BMX GRAND-
NATIONAL (pp.60-61,63-66). He immediately starts to salivate like a madman, which after all he
is. He grabs the bike and starts making “swooshing” noises as he dreams of his new life ahead.

The sales staff take notice of his peculiar behavior, and recognize the warning signs of
BMX fever, a -highly contagious and dangerous neurosis which is reaching epidemic proportions.
They place a call to 911, and decide to move in
slow, no sudden movements or he may flee.

Seymour sees them coming and pulls out his
wallet. “I'll take it,” he yells, “I'm going to
be a BMX Superstar!” “Sure thing
buddy,” the salesman replies, “Just

let me wrap it up for you.”

“FFWAAAP!!” In the
confusion another salesman is
able to sneak up behind him
and deliver a crushing blow
to the head which renders
him unconscious. Within
moments, the the police
arrive and take him away.
with that the terror is over.

The BMX vermin is con-—
tained and locked away.
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do backflips because | RIDE. _
son most people ride, is because it's fun. It's fun to do wheelies, it’s fun to jump curbs, it's &
just fun being on your bike. That's why people ride, and that's what's imporfant. Don’t 3
believe the hype!” The media makes if seem like BMX is all “extreme stunts,” but that is

Experiment with
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Style is the issue, and that’s what people need to realize. It's not about backflips
Sure | can do backflips, but I'don’t ride because | can do backflips, | can

Tricks come later. 'Don’t worry about haying fo learn the tricks you see the pros
doing, they’ve been riding for ages. i i
Concentrate on how i
bike, and enjoy the feeling o
the way the bike works, then play with
ow you can make even ¢
comes from, from being comfortable and riding your bike so that it feels good. That is

Then as you progress, keep pushing

one day you'll be the pro.
loving to ride

As you

Notice their style, and the way
way you ride.
rRlcgazine down, wipe your butt, pull up your pants, flush the

and
fook

Think

The video that drove the critics crazy!

"The first time | watched it | puked!"
--Raves Dave Clymer

"It's a pretty good video, but there's not
enough scantily clad women." ;
--says Chris Rye

"I'd give it a two thumbs up, but
| chewed one off halfway through the video!"
--replies Steve Crandall

Out Now

Dealers contact Sandbox Distributing at:
(817)737-7661, or fax (817)717-4744

The only real reason to ride, the reason | ride, and the rea-

only part of it, and @ very small part at that.

ust enjoy riding Yo bike, and in time those tricks
hat you can do. Learn fo conirol
Once you can contro| it and feel
it a bit further.
at is where siyle

feels to do the tricks
being under control.
icking it out a little, or tweakin
the simplest tricks feel cool,

where the real gk rlde lies.

hings a [ittle further and a little further, and

Being a great rider is not the goal, it'sJust a consequence of
i de, they just evolve.

doing it all the time. Great riders aren’t ma
through this magazine think about how the riders look on their bikes.
ey control their bikes. Then think about yourself, and the
Think about wh){ you like it. Then put this
oilet, go ride, and HAVE

about your favorite frick.
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Thwack! It hit me off guard and as powerful as

Batman onomatopoeia. After spending about a week awa
from home and my bike whilst visiting family and friends in El
Pueblo de Nuestra Reina de Los Angeles, I decided it was about
time to at least visit a local shop. At the small, well-stocked bicy-
cle dealer in Westminster I purchased my first issue of your hi K—
ly acclaimed publication. I flipped through and read as I headed
back up the freeway into LA. Nary an accident to be had as I
swerved in and out of traffic between sentences, in a borrowed,
insuranceless Japanese import.

. It amazes me how the smallest things can cause such
great disturbances in one’s psychological being.” This seems pret-
ty stupid even to me when I think about it, so feel free to think
me a nincompoop if you like; but here I am, born, bred and hav-
ing grown up riding in and around Chicago during the glamour
years of freestyle, when it scemed that everything that was any-
thing was West Coast, and now I'm here ‘in the old glorifiéd
stomping grounds reading a magazine that comes out of my
hometown, with a cover of Mr. " Moliterno cruising the very
white line that I used to crank my old Free Agent up as a bike
messenger. An aged Keith Suskin says, “Irony can be so ironic
sometimes,” and I guess it’s true.

At that moment on the Harbor Freeway I realized that

the Cali scene is no more special than the one I'so blindly grew
up in (other than that they have nice weather and a few good
radio stations). But even so, even though every winter I bitch
about having to ride around snow or ice in sub-freezing temper-
atures, I have nothing but fond memories of such times. They
only strengthened my will to ride, is how I see it.
: I'suppose this whole thing could have been summed up
in one sentence that has been repeated time and time again:
“Your scene is what you make of it.” My soccer-playing-skater
turned flatlander turned ramp rider / builder extraordinaire part-
ner Brian Marshall once saic{: “This is Vernon Hills. You either
do something cool or you suck.” Do something cool.

--Eric Matsunaga

.. HHMMPFF! Your compliments hit me deep, like a
swinging chandelier kick to the stomach. Irony is quite ironic,
huh?”It’s funny how you never really know how good something
is until you leave it. T guess that’s what makes traveling so edu-
cational. I too have been to the promise land of BMX, and
besides the weather, it really isn’t any better. I prefer to live back
east, but I could do without the snow and ice.

--Hallman

What’s up? I saw and bought your magazine in my local
food store for the first time and knew I'had to check it out (That was
about a month ago). This mag rips! Every time I read it (Even the same

me totall ked to go out and ride! Ijump t in[gs and ride
hi j the greatest feeling in the world! Today I
nd it is even better!! The only thing that

about 45 miles south of Pittsburgh, and I

}am 819 trails, Sev’s, 7-11, or Oak Park!

How do I find out about these places?

ere these jams are going to take place.

eads rule!! That section on the New York "

| have been there. I used to ride all the time when*
: 5 .got older I slowly got out of it (Fear is the biggest:
killer and obstacle to pvercome in this sport). Now I got the bug back, and
Iride every chance I get! BMX is my life and my religion once again! This
magazine 1s one of thebiggest parts that influenced me to get back into the *
best sport in the world!! Thave also managed to get a bunch of my friends"
to get back into it tooy I love to get on the street, which is some of my.
favorite riding, and weave in and out of moving traffic, cruise the mall for *
chicks, go throuih therfMcDonalds drive through with about a dozen and*
a half guys (which is pretty good for Uniontown PA), do some tricks off of
curbs and banks, wreck chaos on every pedestrian, and get chased all over
town by the fat, ugly,'dénut eating police force. I love every minute I am.

on my bike. As soonias I can scrounge up enou%l money, I will be send-.
t

ing in miy subscription.to this rad mag. Keep up the awesome work on the.
most influential mag | have ever actually seen and bought (I actually paid-
for this mag with mengy).

Totally Stoked,
Adam Dorazio
Grindstone,

Thanks for writing. The whole réason I do this magazine is to

give people somethjn%t‘o be stoked about. As for the Trails, if you live 45~
minutes south of Pittsburgh, than you should be.really close to 819. 819
is in Mount Pleasant, ‘en route 819, about a mile east of downtown, off tos
the left of the road, jast past an overpass. It’s pretty easy to find. You're.
also close to PUSH, which is Bethel Park abeut fifteen minutes south of
Pittsburgh. For precise directions you can call Jason Stieg at the PUSH
executive offices, (412)851-9872. 'He;built the trails, and he lives right
next door to them. If you need any othek info;, feel free to give us a call.
Again, thanks for writing, good. luck finding new places to ride,
and I hope this issue makes youwant to ride, jiist as much as the last two.

~ --Hallman

[ just randomly went into a newsstand to look for I forget
what, and I saw Tread.” I looked at it, read most of it, looked to steal a
subscription card, and then bought it. The zine is killer. I have been in
BMX through the great mountain bike depression, and still flatland
today. Your magazine has both old school flavor, and new school atti-
tude. I have never heard of a mullet. I almost peed my pants. I don’t
own a car, but if I add up my bikes over the years, I easily could have. I
lost my baby when I moved from the countryto the city (college keg par-
ties DON’T mix with 20” shiny chrome bikes). My baby was a chrome
‘88 Haro Master with handmade pegs, and parts I 'had bought with kid
money. I worked hard, drank less beer, and put together an acceptable
replacement (a Bid Daddy with attic and graveyard parts). I lost this one
also, in almost the same circumstances at my ‘going away party. These
two events have made me realize how much I'love to ride, and how I had
lost the focus.

I moved to Seattle, started working, and saved it all. This time
I decided to do it the right way (the components out of my attic the last
time were all of my rejects from ten years ago, as I was so wonderfully
reminded every time I rode). I sank the money into a Jad, and it has
refreshed me. I slam a lot, torque the bike, and ride all over the city. [
can’t break the damn thing. It’s solid, smooth, well machined and
designed. It’s heavy too, but I don’t really go airborne much higher than
a curb, and I hate broken bikes even more. Since High School T ride
alone. 1 practice tricks, but there’s no one to ride with. There’s not even
any other 20” bikes around. Well, to stop bitching, Seattle is cool, many
other bikes, practice time and space, and a steel surfaced public skatepar
(No bikes, but ’'m working on it).

Your magazine made me happy enough to babble on for two
pa%es.. This last six months with no bike' made me remember who I was,
as I tried to death truck a hand kart at work, or scuff a shopping cart at
Safeway. I flatland, I'm silly, and I like to roll in awkward positions. I
will subscribe when I have more cash (and a real address). Keep up the
good work.

Lorin



Possibly the best
. postcard ever
curtesy of Dave
Muggleston.

Bear Mkt.

Hessian Lake

Chris,

Like Chuck I’m sitting in school. Summer school, and man does it
suck. So I’m sitting here in class scoping the new magazine, and it looks good.
Kind of a different outlook on everything. Everybody‘gllad their page for a story
or opinion or something. What’s with Chuck ‘and the Bird-of-Paradise:
Nevermind. T don’t really care. I just figured if 'm gonna write and waste 32
cents boosting your egos on your new word, 'm gonna fill a page or at least a half.
Reynolds is the cats meow, don’t ever cut his section. For the music section next
time, look into The Lemons-and Seaweed. One of the guys from The Lemons
umps and they rock, and in the Seaweed “Kid Cody” video they ride cruisers.

akes you want to jerk off huh? Well if you’re in the Northwest anytime soon,
there’s plenty to ride: Pete’s downhill, State jumps, Circle 8, Bellevue, Redmond,
Todd’s mom. Bellevue is $uppo§edl{/ supposed to get bulldozed, but they have to
set permits, so Redmond is getting built up.
n the flipside, :
Terry Hamilton

I just figured that if I'm gonna answer this letter and waste a few minutes of my
time, I’'m gonna keep it to no more than 1/]_1]2 of a page.
-Hallman

Hey there,

I hope you like my zine. I really like your new magazine, but
don’t go all flakey and start testing bikes or any of that crap. I've just
finished college in London, I'm 22 and have been riding since I was
eight, so that tabletop story meant quite a bit to me. I ride mostly at
Rom Skatepark in Essex, and Pinner in NW London. Pinner’s looking

ood, a three pack with another three pack leading into it via a hip.
hen there’s two other sets of doubles, a table, and a few other sets of
doubles. I ride street quite a bit too. I'like doing manuals and rhythim
manuals on curbs, which I think will be the next big thing. England is
pretty wet and rainy at the moment. I’'m working part time doing temp
work, like sorting mail and stuff like that. I’glay bass too, and I’'m
always looking to form a band, but itfjust doesn’t happen. I mainly like
independent label music, such as stuff on Kill Rock Stars, loads of ‘emo
‘hardcore music, hardcore, punk, ska, etc. I’ll probably even miss King
of Concrete at Southsea to see Madball, Samiam, Murphy’s Law, The
Exploited, Sick of it All, The Business, and GBH.
l Oh well, keep up the good work. Time to do some rhythm
manuals.

bye
James

James,

~ Thanks for the zine. Love the Star Wars clip art. Hope this
won’t dissapoint you too much, but I may test a bike next issue. I do
however promise you it will be like no bike test you’ve ever seen.
Definitely not flakey, I think you may like it. About the rhythm man-
uals, there’s nothing better. T love manuals. They’re as hard as you
make them. I’'m manual crazy. Crazy I tell ya!

--Hallman

WRITE
TO: 333 King St..
Elk Grove Village
11, 60007

Precipitation
Rain, rain, rain, rain... . ;
There are stories of pleasure, there are stories of pain
But the gods torment me with slabs of rain
It started on a Thursday and went double fortnight
And Junior read Stern by pilot hﬁht
He ate more cheese than time allowed
So we stood him up sharp, we stood him up proud )
And they looked at him funny, but they looked at him twice
Undressing with the ereballs, verbal lashing him with spice
I speak the truth, I tell no lies
Been masturbatin' since the fourth of July
_S[%ill the beans, spill 'em all
e precipitation filled Spring from Fall
He didn't like faxes, he didn't like phones
When he stood among many, he stood alone
He loved his sausage, but shied from greens
Used to spin his little sister in the washing machine
--Joe Satriani

It's witty
--Paul O’hearn

BMX Boy :

Have you ever asked yerself what you would do if tomor-
row you couldn't ride yer bike ever again? sometimes i think
about getting old and ‘what i will do when i can't ride any-
more. 1it'll suck for sure. i'll end up being some chronic nudie
bar fanatic or an internet junkie :( i decided on not going to
school yet. i want to ride and thats it. i don't care if i never
eat chocolate again or see a good kung fu movie, all i need is
mK buds and my bike. good friends and a bmx. i get excited
when i can get a four people session going. it's so fun to hang
out and ride leisurely. too bad winter is around the corner.
but on the bright side, a new park opened up in the suburbs
of toronto. it's called revolutions. bikes and boards allowed

uring the week. i?—line only during the weekend?

LAME!!!!!!! H IN-LINE SKAT-
INGU T e et e e gy

WRITE TO US OR BEAR

THE FURY OF THE “CORN-
BIRD!”

Tread Mail



The FF’'s (Flatland Fugitives)
have started their own mail order com-
pany called “Swap Meet.” They will be car-
rying a lot of new products from the small-
er rider owned compaines, as well as the
more established products you've come
to trust. Their specialty is freestyle, but
they also carry racing parts, shoes, and
clothing. What's moreg, it's solely owned
and operated by the Fugitives, so when
you order you can talk to all your freestyle
favorites. Give them a call at their 24 hour
hotline: (714)536-4925
Swap Meet
PO. Box 726
Huntington Beach, CA 926848

After attending the final
Destination Extreme, Ron Wilkerson finally
got the motivation to do some more 2-Hip
contests. He says he’s plannig on having
three next year in new skateparks around
the country. We'll keep you posted.

Brennan Brown is also planning a
few contests for 1997, He's just started
on some new trails where he plans to hold
another of his enduro contests. Should
be good.

Remember Luke Duke on the
“Dukes of Hazard?” Well, his sone was a
BMX camper at Woodward this surmmen
YeeeHaw!

| got a call from Toast the other
night, and inbetween stories he told me
that He’s just moved into a new apart-
ment, and that he should actually be in one
place for at least a year So any old agauin-
tences of Toast can now reach him at:
662 NE 42nd St., Apt. E Seattle, WA
98105

The seventh sign has occurred, the
end of the world is nean Steve Crandall has
moved to the Butt Hutt. May God have
mercy on our souls. In other Crandall
news, Steve has officially reinstated the
nac-nac.

The BACO crew has finally gotten
around to making BACO-7. Actually it's
not done yet, but it should be out by
Christmas.

Steve Swope told me that there will
be some changesin next years B.S. series,
so perhaps not all hope is lost.

The new UGP video will debut at the
Christmas Classic. There is a lot of work
going into this video, so it should be good.

In other video news, Standard is
working on a new video, as is Hoffman
Bikes, and | believe Mark Eaton has a new
feature inthe works, so there will be plenty
of good new videos for the new year

Due to lack of advertising, Tread wiill
be cutting back to a quarterly release sta-
tus. We will still be here, and we promise to
make it worth the wait. Stick with us.
Thanks.

minum freestyle frame out,
seen here running overps
Sean White. Watch out for
it.
While in New York we &
were approached by a
strange woman on the
street. Turns out shef S
owns a fledgling clothing a“ v
company called Fugly, and -
she’s interested in entering the
BMX market. If you're feeling
fugly, give her a call:

Beth McFadden

Fugly

1382 3rd Ave,,

Suite 325

Ny, Ny 10021

Ph: 212-6813-3158

Fax: 212-879-0707

If you've been into BMX
for more than a few years, then
you should remember John
Byers. Well, he’s still around, still
riding, and now he’s starting a
new bike company called
Eastern. East Coast all the way.
Those interested can contact
them at:

2337 Bernard St.
Faliegh, NC 27608
Phone: S819-834-3999

For all you trail rides
and racers out there who
wish to show your support
of other riders, the infa-
mous Superfly (John

you. For info give Superfly a
call at

This chain tensionen along
with several other high
tech Wiseguy gadgets,
will soon be added to
Standards growing parts
line up. For info contact
the Wiseguy himself at
(84719570130, or email
him at Wizeguy(@starnetinc.com

W o7

BIKE COMIPANY

Skuarla) of Long Island has
a line of clothing and other
misc paraphanalia just for

LORE CLOTHING

Available through S&M: 1420 E. South
Ritchey, Santa Anna, CA S2095
Phone: 714-835-3400




They are 138

If you're a Superdome
fan, than this is just the
ticket for you. The
Misfits logo t-shirt as
modelled by Butchen.
To pick one up and
show your support
contact 454 Big Block
clothing at the
Skuperdome:
B6810-861-8236

446 Birkel Ave.
Bethlehem, PA

18015

If you like to

foou f'?kset, T?‘g?/ “Eight Pack' Dor’ tfollow I’ mthmty' 7 &
lee fren toie ¥ ; --Bill Maddernas PUSH (
a gander atj— ' g S oanc be running the mdustr*y‘wﬂ:h spaghettl on
this new ringer my face.”

tee. For more : . --Steve Crandall
|nfghmatlon on .

this,....OR...any. “I've been here an hour and I'm already running
other Troy Lee the east coast.”

products, send --Crandall again

$3.00 for their color catalogue and ,

sticker to: 1821 Wild Turkey Cir, “The whole city’'s drunk! Even the buildings are
Corona, CA 91 720. drunk in Fort Wayne. The sidewalks, the streets,

Or Call: 909-371-5219 everythings drunk!”

-

--Chuck on Fort Wayne

“Goddamn life ruiners!”
--Stieg on girls

FOUR BIKES

And in this cornen
the new frame, fork and
stem combo from Four
bikes, weighing in at

“I'll let yougnys ride here if you give me a piece of

that plzzaj:
4 --The police to the PUSH

around thirteen pounds. Kids.

Take a look at those s .
dropouts and you'll know “'m gcnng to hit hell so hard I'm go through
why. A half inch thick? it!”

Seems a bit much, but I'm --Mlike McCu ’

sure people said the
same about 1/4 inch
dropouts too.

For more infor . s
contact Four

Bikes at:

SHESIS]
Plymouth Ave, |
San Jose, CA
95129,

Ph: 408-973-
BZE

“l only had a mullet for like a year”
--Rick Mulleterno

We
received

these

Yet another hefty new product. shirts
These are the new cranks from SOLID from a
BIKES. If you're into titanium spindles and new
low rotating weight, don’t come looking here; clothing
but if you want a pair of cranks that are buiilt company in New York called
to last, then check these out. The spindle is Turtle Racing. Now, | don’t
afullinch in diameter and made of 41 30 know what trurtle racing has
chromoly. The arms are oversized as well, to do with BMX, but | like the
with thick walled tubing to boot. If you're a big “Haulin’ ass” shirt. -They
rider then these may just be the only cranks enclosed this photo just to let
for you. Contact Solid Bikes at: 3019 us know that they're Not
Academy Way, Sacramento, CA 85815 cheesy business men. | guess
Ph: 816-331-6780 they're just cheesy.

Ifyou like what you see,
thendrop them a line at:
Turtle Racing
6 Maple, Ave.

Albany,NY 12205

(5181489-8408




- GodheadSilo
is a two-man
earthquake
machine. At  the
epicenter of -their
live show, Mike
chokes earth-shak-
ing rumbles out of
his bass while Dan :
literally beats his of the phota
drums into submis- 5
sion. It’s a fearful
sight to say the
very least, and the
sound is very much
deafening.
O f f
stage, these two are
laidback and
friendly (polar
opposites of what
their sound would
imply).  They’re
also walking BMX
encyclopedias. It’s
amazing to sit and talk to them
about Harry Leary this, R.L. Osborne that... They are old
school without a doubt, but they keep up with what’s going
on now as well as any of us.

On record,.this duo-is-often mistaken for a
four-to-six man crew. It just doesn’t seem possible that such a
huge concentration of low-end sound could come from just two
people. Their newest record, Skyward in Triumph (on Sub Pop), epit-
omizes just this sound. It’s a virtual bludgeoning for the ears rife with
BMX lyrical references and Mike’s screaming vocals.

Their records always run rampant with BMX references. The
liner notes of their first Kill Rock Stars release, The Scientific Supercake LP,
includes a sketch of a BMX track lifted from an old magazine. Their EP
Elephantitus of the Night, has a picture of Cosmo the Moto Cat modeling
witﬁ a Torker on the outside and photos of a young Dan and Mike with their
first sets of Tuff Wheels on the inside. ; .

“We’ve always tried to get BMX people interested in our
music,” Mike says enthusiastically. “But it hasn’t really happened until
now.”

“My friends back home aren’t going to believe it when they see me in a
BMX magazine,” Dan adds laugﬁing. “Back home” for these two is Fargo,
South Dakota. They relocated to Olympia, Washington about four years
ago- (NOT Portland, Oregon as I mistakenly reported in an earlier
Tread). Dan used to run_a zine that changed it’s name every issue. I
looked through my old zines and found out I have two of them from back
in the BMX zine heyday: oné called “Fresh Almonds,” and one called
“Burnt Toast.”

“There’s nothing soft about Dan,” Mike says as Dan whips my
bike into chromoly-straining flatland moves. “We have a hard time
playing softer stuff because Dan plays so hard.” This cou-
pled with Mike’s own monolithic bass style, and
his veritable stack of effects makes
godheadSilo one of the heaviest
bands, let alone two-piece bands,
out right new. :
“I" think Brian F?ster 1s
probably .my favorite
rider,” "Mike “says changing
the subject back to BMX.
“But,_we beth hate
Dino Deluca,” Dan adds
adamantly., “And we don’t
condone riding Dynos.” They
hate Dino and Dyno because
of an old run in with Mr.
Deluca at a Dyno show back
in the day. He caused Dan to
take ‘a spill or something.
Needless to say they weren’t
really stoked on riding m
Dyno for the photos,-

Photos by Eric Black .



: . : : -
}Iq’l\%’ %g%%ered ‘about BMX'’

1. Dating a BMX'er.....This act, often employed by people today, Y
is OK as long as the dreaded question in number 2 1s never asked. .

2. Becoming seriously involved with a BMX’er....Not a good move.
They are always on the go, and if you ask the dreaded question
“Would you rather have me or that bike?”; well, I think you know
what the answer to that one is. Girls are not a problem, since
for strange reason they flock at a chance to be with a hot guy who

rides a bike. X

3. On the couch with a BMX’er....This is a ritual for most groups o >
of riders, often getting together to watch their bike videos, or ,on

occasion, to watch a porno while complaining about having no girls.

Note: they make no effort to go out and look for one, but if a beau-

tiful girl were to just walk through the door and have sex with them,

they couldn’t be happier. 7 4
y pp 4 . . Y/
4. The relationship between a rider and his bike....I've found that a bike

can be a riders best friend one day, and his worst enemy the next. Tt!sia

love/hate relationship. The bike often showing its love by leaving large -

gashes in ones leg, and the rider returning that love by somehow thinking that R

he will hurt the bike by throwing it into a tree or Kicking it to deathes+Tn e B
all actuality, unless a trick is pulled, the bike is in control. Y

5. BMX'ers as a whole....They are guys who simply enough, love to ride their Jessica Helmke:

bikes.

SMiILE, LAUGH, BND BE [ DE ¥

“Happiness is a strange thing. You never really know when you have it, but you always know when
you lose it.” --Craig Reynolds

I guess quoting yourself in your own column is sort of like laughing at your own Jjokes (something
I always do), but if you sit back and think about it dt's ‘true. Days™ pass and you go through the
motions. You go to school, ride, eat, and go to sleep; and you’re happy. Then one day something hap-
pens to change all of this. It doesn’t have to be anything major, just something to throw you (e S NS DN &
example: you fail your English test, forget your lunch money, crack your frame, or maybe your trails
get plowed, well that is major; but now things have changed, and you’'re miserable. Now you have to study
harder for the next test, send your frame back, and find a new place to ride.

Whenever I am happy I know it; because, it’s just when I'm taking everything for granted. T
assume that everkything that is happening will continue to stay on track and never change. That is when
I kick myself and wise up. I realize that things do change, and when they do, be ready fory theme: /T
try to be ready for them, because I really don’t like being miserable (ed. Who does?). I just don'’t
like pretending to everyone that I am happy.

The pretending part is rather easy though. A few of my favorite ways of faking it are...

Smiling: When you smile people automatically assume that you are happy, and will not bother
to ‘ask the dreaded question, “Are you OK?” “Fine thanks.”
Laughter: This is another good one, but be careful, a fake laugh is the worst.
Talk: Talk a lot too. Control the conversation. This way you can avoid conversing about what .

ever is bothering you.

Granted, there are some times that I cannot hide my emotions, usually after a bad moto or real-
ly cool -dead sailor. I'm fuming, I'm venting, and everyone that comes in conact with me is going to
know about it. That is the jerk in me. I hide my personal problems, and vent the riding problems.
Hopefully, I won’t go crazy one day because I have so much built up inside of me, and do something stu-
pid. I'm sure nothing will ever happen; because, there is way too much out there that honestly makes
me happy, and it’s the little things that really do the trick; the sounds your tires make when you are
carving through the turns, going through the rhythm section at speed and passing someone, seeing all of
your friends every weekend, and partying balls out until the sun comes up (see Todd Lyons at the Christmas
Classic for directions). It all balances out. Just smile, laugh, and be happy.

—
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BMX STEM: CNC machined from aircraft
quality billet aluminum. Spacers allow

height adjustment from invert to
regular.

CLAMP ON STEM:
CNC machined
from aircraft
quality billet
aluminum. 1-L/8"7
oversized and
reversible.
Pro XL and

Pro XXL g
sizes. : O

CNC machined from
aircraft quality
billet aluminum.

Pl id€

ouit SO0

847.806.9491 to order
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MANUALE DELLE ISTRUZION!

INSTRUCTION MANUAL 33, . 4
MODE D’EMPLOI \“‘

MANUAL DE INSTRUCCIONES

“How you do theseRd W hiT-2ys

I've gottena Im‘ of requesi‘s for more how to’s, so I'll
start things off with two classic tricks that. will never go
out of style. Now class, please get eut your handbooks and

+ «turn to page 55 as we learn h do lookdowns and whiplash-

% ;t . & ‘EM 1 =
But Ffirst a quick ranf abauf how, to’s and learning

tricks in general. / =¥/l ] E

. we I've always Found hou: “to’s ’mfe parhcularlu use-
lesse They tell you the mechanics of doing the trick, but
- ~tha¥’s not the problem. You can look-at any#rick and know
: %needs to beidone. For'enample: if you want to learn a
__backFlip you already know that ' you have to get upside down
.. and right yourself again. ha'l' s preﬂg obvious. Plus they
% alulaus say stupid fhinq&lﬁt&, ‘You need to approach the
- -jump with a moderate amount of ‘éﬁtz” or, “with enough
7 -speed to clear the jump.” What's a moderah amount of
~ 'speed? No kiddi Ishwd;go fast enough fo clear the j jump.
(J;hg 1 thought I'd just: go Fast enough fo case it with both

© wheels. | think that would make fthe trick easier. %
Just knowing what happens during the trick isn't
enough. .. ¥ou can figure that nu“f “on your own. What's
"Imporfa ti is the head game ’rhai' goes along uui'h Iearning a
‘ ' apouT Th ks Thatyou are
’rrumg to learn, ’rru tn Qpicture it.in several different ways.
1vBon’t just try a frick witheut. Mm muaﬁzm it in your
- head: Believe'it or nof _practising in your head i s almost as
good-as doing it for real; plus it's a Int safer. Watch the
trick over and over, and go. thrnugh it.in your head until you
know exactly what you need to do. Thenit's just a maﬂer

"-@" :. ..ﬂ:

First of all,
lookdowns are nof
all alike. A lookdown
on a ramp is a bit
different than a
lookdown over a
jump. When you're
,lumpmg you reall
ave to kick the back end out, harder than

you do on ramp, and that is where most
eople have problems with this trick-- the
ickout.

Basically you should learn kickouts
before you learn lookdowns, and pay very
special attention to which way you are
kicking out. Most people try fo kickout
towards their forward foof, and that
won’t get you anywhere. You'll just end
up crushing your leg inbetween the top
tube and handlebars when you try to do a
lookdown. Robbie Morales gets the award
for the weirdest way to get around this
prnblem Instead of learning to kickout

he other way, he learned to jump with his
other foot forward. Se evertime he wants
to do a lookdown he sets his other pedal
forward. As far as I'm concerned it’s much
easier to learn to kickout the other way.

Issac mcl:re st learned look-
downs, so | asked him“how he learned
them:,

e was ﬂ'lllll.

of learning, what it Feels like te do those things. - % ?I:":i" ';rg o
s Once you're ready to do a trick there’s only one more .
thing you need io_ hnolu You're prebably gonna fall. The aatrd,

ifident fhe less likely. 'hlssfhai' you will Fall,
. but l’r almost ah’naus happens l m sure you’ve heard people
~ say, “If you’re not fall; g, you’ re not trying hard enough.”
To a certain extent that’s true hlﬂ' you don’t have to kill
yourself tolearnricks if uou jUS‘I‘ take it easy and work your
way vp. klearned fookdowns jumping a four foot tall bank

infoa gar«. nt, : foot set ubles.
: _Sauibith these thingsiin mind, | will now tryto give

4 uuu a feul helpfu! hm’rs and mslghh@h each of these
m atynumimn peril lﬁod Iuck'

ave fo get up on uour

did hel h?m Actually
itely up on yYour bike

bike fo do @ lookdown, and ‘
if you do a hannah. I just g ) show how looking at a
trick differently may help you fo figure it out.

Now look at the position that these guys are in,
think about how you might get into that pesition, and if it
helps you to think about it as a hannah then think about it
like that. You probably will also want to pull up when you
doit. It s much easler o do a good lookdouwn, if you pull up.

tricks.” Study and try.Hhe So basical q‘a turndown is just a big
: \ kicked out hannah turn bar. That's all there is
Turn ﬂ‘e paqe and bem“ Pl to it. Now doesn’t that make things a lot easier?

m.--.--—---—------

i

i



Whiplashes are one of the most
important building block tricks in flatiand,
and also a damn stylish maneuver in their
own right. | remember | felt like a bad-ass
when | learned them. They teach you how to balance for rolling
tricks, how to whip the frame around, and they’re pretty fun to do
as well. They're also a great trick to start, or sometimes even end,
a link with. But enough with why whiplashes are great, now lets
talk about how you do them.

| asked Raron Behnke what he thought was important in learning whiplashes, and this is what he had
tosay: “It's all about balance, and taking the time fo learn it. Brakes are optional, but if you do use
them, the less the better. Just push forward and keep your weight over your pegs.”

Personally, 1 think the no brake rule is really important. If you learn to do them without brakes, you'll
be much better off. Aaron said he learned them with no brakes, and that’s the way | learned myself. If you
try to use brakes you’'ll jus¥'rely on them, and never really fearn the skills you need, which is basically balance.

The balance for a whiplash is a bit tricky. You need to find the point where your balanced and rolling
on the front wheel. To do this you basically need to stay over the peg like Raron said. Heep your bedy centered
over the peg, and use the leg you have off o balance with. To get over the peg you'll need to push yourself for-
ward as you kick the back end, but not too hard, or you’ll ga right over. With practice you’ll be able to hit the
balance point and just roll as the frame whips around you.

| guess that’s the last thing you need to realize about whiplashes. You are going to fall a bunch. fNo
big deal, you just jump over the bike, but you may scratch you hands up a bit. Just think of it as incentive fo
find that balance point. When you find it you will know it and be rewarded with a cool rolling feeling. Once
you can do one fairly well, you'll probably want to try two, and then three, and so on. Good luck!

In all the years that I've been riding I've realized that far too many people don’t know how to patch a flat. Such
a simple procedure, but | guess if you're never shown, you'll never learm. So:now | shall share my glowing knowledge on
simple tire maintenence, but before | do, I'd like to discuss a few common misconceptions about patching.

First of all, patching a tube is much faster than changing & tube. People who don’t know how to patch a tube
will always say that they’re too lazy (i.e. cool) to/patch a tube. Well'éxcuse me, but removing your entire wheel, putting a
new tube in, reinstalling your wheel, and then pumping it up takes'more time and effort.than patching, if you know what you
are doing. Plus, if your axles'are bent and stripped; as most peoples are, taking off the wheel can be a disaster.

Secondly, patching is much cheaper than replacing tubes. With your standard one dollar patch kit you can patch
at least ten tubes, or one tube ten times; and if you're really a tight wad, you can cut the patches smaller, and probabiy get
three times as many patches out of it.

Lastly, if you know what you are doing, patch@s hold just fine. I've probably only had one or two patches ever
fail in my whole life, and I've patehed hundreds ot fiéts. People who think patches don't work are exactly the people who

need to read this. So read on...

Step 1: Expose the tube
It's important to remember that you don’t need to. . Gontrary to popular thought “The more the better” does not apply
remove the whole wheelio fix a flat. All you have to do'is pry. i this case. A small glob of gltie approximately 1/4 fo 1/2 inch is
af:e right'on the hole, and then

the tire off of one side of‘the rim, and fish out the inner tube.
If your tire is too tight you may need tire irons, butter knives,
or anything else flat. “As long as you're carefull you won't
harm the tube.
Step 2: Finding the hole

Put some air in the tube once you have it out, and
listen. Here that noise? That’s air rushing out of your tube.
Find the opening. That's where you put the patch.
Step 3: Preparing the surface

Just as a band-aid won't stick to that fresh brush
burn on your arm until you clean off the sweat and gravel, s6
won'’t the pateh stick to a dirty tube. In a pinch spit and your
shirt works great. Once the area is clean you must then
roughen the surface. This is done so that the glue has lots
of little nooks and crannies to seep into, and better hold the
two surfaces together. Now you are ready for glue.
Step 4: Ap_Flying the glue

his is where most people go grosely astray.

plenty for most patchies. Putthe g
spread it out over a large enough area to cover the entire patch.
You want a very thin layer of glue. don’t leave any globs or pud-
dles of glue: This next part is important! You want the glue to be
dry before you apply the paich! i'm not talking crusty dry, | mean
dry to the fouch, just so the glue isn't watery. If you blow on the
lue it usually takes about five 1o ten seconds. the glue is

gw it's ready, don't touch it.
Step 5: Seal the wound

At this point | usually stretch the tube out a little over
my le%to create a smooth flat surface. Then remove the backing
from the patch (usually blue), being carefull not to touch it, and
then place it on the hole. It should stick immediately. Keep the
tube stretched flat as you rub the pateh to make sure there are no
air pockets underneath.

That's it; you're done. Just put the healed tube back
into the tire, put the tire back on the rim, and reinflate. Presto
you're back in action.
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Frank: Master wheel bui
and bar ride jedi

Jason: Phone answer-
ing fool that can pull
“manuals.
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We have what you need, for less. Period!|

To order,

simply call the BMX hotline: 8 12- 838 269]
or fax it to us at 81 2'838'2693
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] BMX loser. |
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Comma Terry LIGHTS OUT! The new SCUM video. This is Stew Johnson's follow up to 1201,
: and I'd have to sa{ he out did himlelf. Everytime I watch it, it makes me
Yesterday I L2 ‘ want to ride, and I think that that’s the most important thing you can
was wearing a e 3 : say about a video. The star of the video just might be Butcher, his part
shirt which pro- [ SR N ¥ i rocks. Other §ood parts include Colin Winkleman’s, and Magilla’s. If
claimed “Down [ . V& A S AIRIN i : you liked 1201, you’ll love this.
with whitey” on [JEESESGR0 QS x> e o : o |
the front of it. iy W of- 1 NEW YORK HARDCORE: This video was just sent to me the other day. The qual-
Now one look at EERVe% N E ﬁ isn’t the best, but it’s got personality, and I like that. It’s New York
me. and it’s clear BFG 2] / Sy 8 the way. I liked this video {'ust because I like New York. New Yorkers
I'm not a Black [ P 0 R ; F are crazy, butin a good way. If you were doing a thesis for sociology on
Panther or any < FA W - New York culture, then this video would be rec%uired viewing. To get
thing like that; ST \ — &o\}xr hands on one, contact Glen Milligan at 41 Celest Ct., Brookiyn,
but apparently it ' , : 11229. Phone #: 718-769-7050
:ﬁsgit bculslar retdo— : #9% b ; PROPS issue 15:- More of what you've come to expect from Props.  Chuck must have
neck % asszd on B 22 AN A close to a dozen tabletops in this one issue.” Not that that’s a bad thing.
the stregt He oot . SR\ § Chuck rules! Highlig}llxts include the Chicago B.S. comp., the Fort Wayne
EEaat out g f 2N g Kill Yourself comp., the SouthPark National, the NBL Grands, and inter
?ha eegs tl’?(l)lughol views with Aaron Behnke and Danny Nelson.

L sowekedin } i L_ ; : PERSISTENCE OF VISION: The new video by Carl Potts which I forgot t6 include
on him in the port- 8 o :

an it

5 h ? & ¥ B (G B2kt i
solt?ncile’d like this: (A & 24 » '.RSER

Bubba: “Hey boy,
come here! what’s that shirt say, boy?”
A ‘(Huh?’9
: “What do you mean ‘Down with whitey?’ I'm

Bubba: “Get over here punk! I’m whitey mother F-er!
I’'m gonna whoop yer arse!”

]
; I sure am glad I wasn’t _wearinﬁ a shirt that VHJEU Ll
said “I’d rather eat worms than drive a Chevy.” ; S il ;
last issue. About thrity minutes of riding from the likes of Aaron
By Terry Hogan Behnke, Adam Banton, Scott Powell, Dave Schaeffer, Tom Haugen,
Bobby Fisher, Andrew Burleson, and Colin Winkleman. I wish I could say
N NN NN BN BN . the video knocked my socks off, but the fact is, I still have warm feet. This
R e e feels like a local video. Lots of local bands, and good riders you don’t see
~ ZINE OF THE MONTH: . a whole lot.
A . MULI'ETHEAD ILLUSTRATED INFEETION 3: POSTMORTEM: Scott Hagnas® latest BMX video is a nonstop
Sl ; . it barrage of skill, personality, and just straight up guts from the Pacific
t-be eve 1t even Whe_n 1 ; Northwest. Riders from as far south as San Francisco and from as far
he mul- north as Vancoeuver B.C. join-those from everywhere in between. Coos Bay,
Lo OreFon is well represented by Dave “I knock the wind out of myself every
nd : single time I ride.” Thom. Other riders include Toast, Pat Joubert, Curtis
hought re¥u1sm m Easterbrook, Rob Sigaty, Steve Roy, Andrew Farris, and Jason Brown.
vs of all th dest The muysic fits, the riding is amazing, and this video proves once again
d much > en( that BMX is alive in the Northwest. (Contact Scott Hagnas PO. Box 645
jre of a Camas, WA. 98607). -Roy C. Usery

TOY MACHINE 3: WELCOME TO HELL!: Easily the best video I've seen this year,
afnd it’s not even a bike video, but it stokes me like no bike video has. It

niakes me want to ride everi'nme I watch it, as long as [ don’t watch the

bail section that is. The bail section is the most gruesome one I've ever
seen. My favorite part is Jamie Thomas’. It’s set to Iron Maiden, and
Jamie’s skating is just as hard as the music, IT RULES! That’s all I can
say. All video makers should buy this, and study it. Everyone else
should buy it and prepare to be {;lown away.

ﬁF@ﬁo [rve

The TOP TEN most EXTR
kill yourself (on rollerblades):

A Kennan =~ Harkin

has informed me
, . ; ; that he has to be the nghPm
. Jump out ?i a subway car into a high speed soul ; ! . @ of the Fabio Five. He has not only whole

ﬁmd on the third rail. heartedly embraced his role as Fabio, but

ount rockets on your skates and gap the e has also chosen to lead the fan-dan-

1
2 % F 5

e ot . ‘ o e led clan. Therefore, I proudly present
” ?ﬁi?ee : e“{)eé?grsntgfyt %rgggggs A anempt b : : F this issues Fabio_ Five v}s)/ith h}e,lﬁ from
4. Jump I(jut of a helicopter to grind down the arch of . ', %ln . (and earing) leader, ennan

aint Louis. ' : arkin:

5 Ro? tt ti‘le Empire State building while holding /
T

1 : . .

o foot i your hand. ; L : Number 1: “The Boy” Mike Ococboc

. ol dg nngxgr}?terstate while hanging on to a car :

! ng in line ball ho,cke% in a truck stop parking lot. < Number 2: “Superstar” Joe Rich
Skate through a drive by shooting in down town ; 3 Numiber 3+ John Poval

Wear all dark clothing and going through a drive WA :

tthu%h etween two really big red neck 4x4's. : : Number 4: Paul Buchannan

10. Go in-line skating in a rain forest and get a ' "

desease that has no cure. / 3 \ Number®S: Eben Krackau

6
8.
LA.
9




Flatland is a game of surfaces!

Such a simple statement for such_a complex form or expression.
Yet in the simplest terms, that's all it is., Even it's name is taks
that it is played on; and that surface, along with those of the
tires, brakes, and shoes, set the rules of the game. These rule
and the rider's interaction with them, determine how the game is
and for many riders even whether it is played at all.

It can be said that the Flatlander is on a constant quest
for the perfect spot on which to perfect their art. Perfecti
the unatainable state of nirvana towasds which they striwe,

and the imperfect surfaces are the demons that haunt them *er

For these riders the game is so intense, and so personal that . 3
or uneven pavement stands like a barracade against their progrt

This is dedicated to the riders who grapple with the demons
and the art which they create along the u

2o

e

Chels;é Pier,
New Tork City,
New York., 19908




from the surface

in return,
layed,

n is their goal,

day. . :
ightest bit of dirt,
sion.

wveryday,
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PHOTO BY RYE. ACCIDENTAL
DOUBLE EXPOSURE BY HALLMAN

6A

re—

Récently, I read in the newspaper that science can't define
time, I was kind of baffled ‘cause Im 1eal obsessed with time, " I
litezakly icount  the mjnutes until- I can leave work, . {ex™2 hours 20

ninutes’ until gquitting time. Hmom, that's: 140 ninutes., sor 8,400 sec-
I felt preity dumb that I could’be 'so obsessed with semething

) > that I can't ever explain.

I.do have an obsession .that I can explain.thoueh; that 1is, m3

i /i obsesgion with my bike and-flatland. .So here's my explanation:
Flatland 'is .an ‘art 1o me, ny own,bersonall expression jof life on a
Lit{le bike in a ‘bigq parking Tot. ™ 11 bﬁings out! my-individuality, my
perseverance; ‘and myjathletic, abilities, ‘and blends ihese chazacter-
istics “(and a Standard Shioriy) into gtcanwﬁllers—to—1itchhihexs and
varibus other tricks whose names make 10 Sense on paper, «I hope it
sneves ‘goes ‘away. -1 tried tosget, other .miders’ opinions . on” what flat-
1anq,i£ to them, but eveiyore tells me .it's Just for fup. « I mean, I

1
onds ., )

[ e do. ditf for~fuh too, but it's developed ixito so much more as well,
> Enyway, .Im vrobably being way to analytical,’ so I'll«just end. this

& P ~ ; Y aarid 1o “ride, ,4BYe7
¢ iy ' : ' “Hrian Tunney



4 .
{IE 34 g 131 K i ) i I see this a lot when filming riders., |

\ 4 g% DNothing stresses most riders out more than
! __ ?é‘re is yet a&ft?{rtgﬁcg’ B 2 camera, be it still or video. Now what

i 1?1’ sux\*a B 152‘"’ “‘”:b s i *;ni' f they do only for themselves they have to do
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their applause and cheers are met by angry scowls rather
than gracious bows. How difficult it must be to promote
the sport as well. 1Imagine dealing with angry artists
who don't want to be seen? I guess our sport is a bit

self destructive. oh well, At least 1it's not
gay like rollerblading.
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“I say a lot of things, and it sounds really weird or
rude or whatever, but that’s all in everybody’s percep-
tion. I don’t outwardly try to be evil or mean or :
thing. I’'m really not some sort of bad-ass t
hates everybody. I am opinionated, but you can’t have
that thin of a skin. You have to realize that,’Ok, he’s
got an opinion, whatever. His opinion may be jacked,
but that doesn’t mean he’s a dick.””







Let me tell you a little
about Brennan. He’s a bit hard to
figure out. The first time I met
him I liked him. I knew him from
his riding, and after meeting him
I thought he seemed like a cool
guy. I thought the same thing the
second time I saw him too, but by
then I had heard a bit of net:ganve
criticism towards my new friend
It seemed that more than a few

eople thought Brennan to
a=bit! of .a dick

Regardless I gave him the benefit

he doubt.” He seemed cool to
me and I left it at that.
hen came the Play con-

test in Chicago, for thoseé who
weren’t there, that is where
rennan threw Ice Money’s bike
off of the sub box. After that dis-
play of arrogance I began to think
that maybe the opinions were
valid. Perhaps Brennan was a
dick.
After the contest I told
Brenan that I thought he was
wrong for throwing Ice Money’s
I mean, E)’fou just don’ tﬁo
throwmg Ice’s bike!" Right?
tried to explain that if I knew all
the things that Ice had done to
I’d understand. Apparently
Ice bad screwed Brennan out of
some Warp Tour shows or some-
thlng like that, and it was his
inton that Ice deserved it
hatever, I didn’t want to hear it.
Right then I pretty much wrote
Brennan off as someone I did not
need to be acquainted with.
or a few months I had
no further conact with Brennan,
and 1 heard nothing new about
him. Then just this past Spring I
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heard that he was coming along
on the Texas roadtrip with us.
“Oh man,” I thought, twenty four
hours in a van with Brennan.
Now it’s really going to hit he fan,
that’s just what it did. The
whole way there and the whole
way back ‘myself and the rest of
the van were treated to an over-
load of Brennans philosophies,
ideas, and opinions. Along the
way we argued with him, talked
sh1t to him,a nd generally learned
a lot about ’him,
After getting to know
him I must say that I like him.
is very opinionated, and I guess 1f
those opinions sit badly with you,
then you might have a hard time
getting along with him, but he
means well and he’s generally a
good person. A bit hard-heade
maybe, and stubborn about his




?oint of view, but you can’t blame a guy
or believing in himself. Besides, a lot of
his ideas are actually valuable and worth
listening to.

So take a chance, get to know
him, and don’t be put off by his stern
opinions. Like Brennan says, “you can’t
have that thin of a skin.”

T: OK Brennan, I know that you are very
opinionated, and I think style is some-
thing that you are particularly opinionat-
eﬁl af out, can you start by talking about
that:

B: My opinion on style?

T: Yeah 7

B: I guess it’s a pretty necessary aspect of
life. Thad a talk w1t¥1 a kid today about
it, how everything needs to start with
style. 1 don’t think it’s as hard to learn
tricks, as it is_to learn how to actually
ride. How to be controlled and comfort-
able, That’s what style is all about;
because, when you are comfortable it
shows, and that just translates into style.
E: S(>) it’s not what you do, but how you
0 it?

B: Yeah, not at all! You don’t have to do
anything at all as lon% as it shows that
you are comfortable. You can see it in a
second. You can also see when some-
one’s a squid in a second too, so...

T: Who are some people that you think
h%lve) good style, or that you like to watch
ride?

B: The list grows all the time, but.... On
dirt, Chuck’s got super rad style. When
I met him two years ago, he was rad then,
just going super high and not doing
much. 1 could see 1t was going some-
where, and it’s obviously gone. It’s gone
way out of line! Oh damn, I was watch-
ing that Marky guy when we went to
POSH, and that guy’s got pretty crazy
style too. There are a lot of guys that I'd
like to see that I haven’t even got to see,
but ah... It’s so hard to say. Everyone
has their own style, and that’s something
[ was talking to you about when we went
on that trip, how everywhere you go you
can tell people’s style by the way they
build the jumps. So I IEuess I respect
everybody. body who shows that
they have a lot of style I totally respect;
and I look up to a lot of people, ‘cause i

fing i irﬁo ‘traiggg

[Cr %.t € bars;
you DIke IS twisting
just rignt.

look at myself all the time, and I keep
working on it. I just keep trying to learn
stuff, and I see stuff from other people
that I want to somewhat adapt into mine,
Everyone’s got there own thing, and
what they build translates into that.
Rick’s got really rad style too, and I think
it’s cool that hé’s riding dirt now. I think
he’s making the transition into dirt easi-
er; because, he’s made a big point out of
bg(e control, and that’s what dirt’s all
about.

T: Who don’t you like, or who don’t you

like to watch? ;

B: Oh man! Here we %o. I guess it all
ets laid out on the table here. Who
on’t I like to watch? No offense you

know, but ahhh... You just want to-get

me in trouble don’t you?

T: Is it just freestylers in general? Do

ﬁou hate...

: T don’t hate freestylers! Not at all.

“I don’t think it’s as hard to 1
learn how to ride actually. How to
ortaDle, I think that’s the hard part.
style is all about; because, when you are comfortable
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it shows, and that just translates into style.”

T: Do you think there’s a place for tricks?

B: T’ve'seen guys that do freestyle tricks, and make

them look so gﬁod. That’s what I've always been so
L

impressed with about the Standard team, it’s all
freestylers, but they all blow my mind how com-
fortable they are. 1 look at guys like Dave
Friemuth, and I still rewind parts of him in the
video where I’'m just like, “Damn.” you know. He
didn’t have to go there for that one second, but he
let his bike fold up that one way, and it just blows
my mind how it just happens, Ijust don’t like how
it looks like freestylers are f(lightlng their bikes all
the time. They’re so stiff, and they don’t just relax.
I think that ‘they’re more worried about what
they’re doing, and impressing people, and the con-
test aspect of it. It’s all what you’re doing, as
opposed to when you go to the trails everyone is
just real happy. They build all these tons of trails,
and ]un_lf)s and everything, and people are really

appy if you can accomplish with them what
they’ve built. I think tricks have to come second. I
just don’t like how with so many freestylers every-
thing looks so difficult. It doesn’t have to be that
difficult; because, I've seen people do it and make
it seem easy. It has nothing to do with how hard it
is; because, I've done a lot of stuff that’s not hard.
It’s all in your head. However, it is hard to turn
your bike from knifing it into straight up nose-dive,
or get totally sideways and just crank the bars, do
whatever, like big kickouts and things where your
bike is twisting all the way through the air, and it
comes out just right. As opposed to just letting go
of the bars and doing a nothing or something, you
know. Your bike’s going to make it across the ﬂ)ump
whether you make it or not, and it will probably
land on its tires. I just don’t believe that tricks are
hard. I think tricks are all in 1your head, they’re just
as hard as you make them. I guess that’s my opin-
ion.

T: Do you think more peogle should ride trails?

B: Well, trails help a lot. You can tell a trail rider
from a freestyler that’s for sure. (pause) It looks
goofy, that’s the problem! f(laughter)‘ he whole
sport looks like a bunch of clowns duSt flopping
around. You watch those Extreme Games things,
and it makes everything look stupid. Because peo-

ple are just flying around through the air get-
ting hurt, and that’s all é)eo&/le want to see is
someone getting wrecked. When it’s amazing
to see someone do a whole run, and they’re
hnkm% everything together, and they don’t
even bobble. It’s like flatland, how intense
flatland is. You can see it when someone is so
confident and on it in their runs that they
don’t even touch. People don’t even consider
that aspect in street. Like, “Oh, well he tried
that.” ~ Well who cares what he’s trying, it’s
what he’s pulling, and if he pulls that into
something else, and into somethln%1 else, and
he keeps it going for a minute or whatever his
run is, then it’s pretty damn amazing_ you
know. It’s like riding rhythm at trails, it
makes you feel good. I don’t know anyone
who feéls good about landing sketchy.

T: ‘Oh; T'love:it. .

B: (laughter) Even Foster was talking about
that, how at the Extreme Games he did a one-
handed flattie 360, and he landed it all
smooth; compared to the one he did in
Orlando, where he landed it, but at the same
time, landing with both feet off as opposed to
landing smooth, you know, it’s onL{( a ha
pulled trick. You can aim for your bike when
you’re flying through the air, basically.

T: \pWhat is your opinion on the ESPN con-
tests?
B: OK, here’s my opinion on this one. It’s not
too tainted. [ think it’s good and it’s lame.
The good part is that it introduces the sport to
more people. Little kids can turn on the
now, and they can watch BMX. They don’t
have to go buy a video, .or.hO}lgefully know
somebody who'is involved in it. They can turn
it on, and it can be something that they see.
Look at rollerblading or mountain biking, it’s
everywhere. The way the public goes, what
they see is what they end up liking, and the fact
that BMX is there, and it’s getting coverage is
reat. 1 think it’s a great sport, and I think a
[ot of people should see it, and get interested

in it, and therefore the sport will



Erow. The only downside to it that I see is that
SPN, they glorify all the wrecks, and that sucks;
because, they want to see é)eople get hurt. I think
It’s gotten kind of distorted; because, in the last few
years BMX has really been struggling. There’s
never been purses as big as they have been at these
contests, and people just see it and go nuts, and end
up killing themselves. Then there’s also the other
thing. I mean no offense to anybody, but... I think
that %om about it the wagr they doit, the fact that
it is the Matt Hoffman / ESPN contest series is kind
of lame; only because, Hoffman has a bike compa-
ny, and he’s got his own agenda, and his own things
that he needs to accomplish, and his name is associ-
ated with it. It would be different if it waIs_I]ust the
Bicycle Stunt Series, but it is the Matt Hoffman
Destination Extreme thing, and it has his name all
over it; and I don’t think that that’s bad, he has
done a lot for the sport, but at the same time
they’ve put a particular group of people in charge of
directing what a large part of the sport is bein
turned towards. I mean, they have a lot of contro
over what people see. I think they could have done
it more diplomatically. Like, “OK, I know we want
Matt Hoffman involved,” but they should have
gone through a whole big thing, and got somewhat
of a board to go through this whole thing. Because,
so-and-so being on the list for the contest, and so-
and-so not is pretty lame; because, the question
comes up, “Well, why aren’t gepple who are digging
every day at their trails, and building trails that pro-
fessional freestylers won’t even jump, why aren’t
they in their jumping; and why are the professional
freestylers in there when they don’t even go to these
trails?” Dirt is a much different aspect of the sport
and I feel it got shorted at the X-Games. ‘Cause
don’t know any dirt riders that wear shoulder pads,
or full-face helmets. y s
T: So basically they’re making dirt jumpers look
like circus freaks?

Exactly!

T: Can you explain your enduro contests for us?
Was that more about style?
ey weren’t so much about style, as they were

about letting kids realize that it’s not about ‘tricks,
That it’s about over all ability and skill, and style of
course comes out of that. They were kids that did-
n’t want to enter contests because they were small,
and they couldn’t do what the bigger crazier kids
were doing; or they were older guys who didn’t
want to enter contests because they’ve been ridin
forever, and they just didn’t want to do tricks, an
they just wanted to actually ride, and they could all
ride really good, but they just didn’t have all the
stunts. So me and Ted Nelson put this thing togeth-
er where we would just haye trails, or an area where
people would just ride and have runs and be judged
on their over all ability. They would be judged on
an over all, as opposed to what they did on one
jump five times, and maybe never again. We had
the riders judge the contést, pecg)le. who were actu-
ally involved in the contest. Basically ever{\l])ody
was happy with it. We had a freestyler, Rob Nolli
in the finals, and we had Robbo in the finals, and we
had a nine year old kid, C.J. McGuire in the finals.
It was just everybody from freestylers, to little kids,
to older %uys, to trail riders, so it went over pretty
well.  Also it opens a lot of doors for people;
because, it’s a riding contest as opposed to a jump-
ing contest.
i D?o you feel that’s a better way to promote the
sports

: I think so, yeah. It’s not so negative, it doesn’t
set [}egple apart from each other.
T: It doesn’t make us look like circus freaks?
B: Yeah! It doesn’t make us all look like freaks!
You don’t have to go out there and kill yourself to
impress _people, and that’s what Feogle should

now, It’s not about kllhré? yourself. So yeah, it
does help a lot being judged on control and ability,

instead of just being the craziest and the looniest.
There’s enough things in this world that concentrate
on freaks.
Are you going to have more enduros?

B: I really want to. I feel really bummed out, and I
guess I feel somewhat like I've been l¥1ng; because, I
really want to do it, and it’s not that T don’t, it’s just
that it’s really hard to organize. When I was living in
Florida, and it was Ted and I working together it was
a lot easier. I guess the other problem is I would real-
ly want to do one with Ted again if I was to do it;
because, that’s the way it was, we formed that thing
called Sléperstructure, and we would just do our con-
tests under that. I feel somewhat obligated to do
another one; because, like I said, there’s a lot of peo-
ple out there. I go to trails all the time, and I’m
impressed all the time by watching people ride, and I
wish that they would realize that it doesn’t matter if
you’re sponsored. The fact is, if you ride good you
should %lo home everyday feeling good about that. It
should have nothing to do with whose name you’re
running, or what you’re promoting, or anything like
that. It you spent that much time out thére busting
your chops to learn and learn and learn, and it shows,
and when people show up at your trails, and you’re a
local, and people are just standing back going, “Wow,
you’re really good.” , then that should be enough. As
opposed to going, “ I have to do this so that I can get
hooked up by somebodif else, because when I get
hooked up, then that will make r1d1nIg worth while.”
It’s not about that, you know. It’s all"about personal
accomplishment. If’s all about making yourself feel
good. * There’s nobody else that you should worry
about impressing. That’s what the whole enduro
thing’s about; that you rode good, and you feel good,
and that’s it.

T: Do you think style can be learned, or is it something
that certain people {ust have?

B: I don’t think style can be learned. I think skills can
be learned, and then style adapts from that. When
you use those skills to [earn how to deal with situa-
tions you become more comfortable, and with that
comfort comes the style; because, you can relax, and
when you’re relaxed you develop that tone, whether
Kou’re super aggressive or super laid back. Like Taj,

e’s got a really burly style, nothing looks super diffi-
cult, but at the same time he’s really aggressive. Then

uys like Chuck, it’s just like kickin’ back, and it’s just
ike another day at the trails. So he’s cranking a ten
foot table out on the race track, and it’s intense, and
your eyes are watering, you’re flying, and your tires
are all ‘washing out, but at the same time that’s what
he feels good doing, and that’s what he’s comfortable
doing. 1 think that’s what it is. Style comes after
skills, when you feel §ood, and you feel confident in
}i_our surroundings and your situations. ‘

: So what you’re saying is people should learn to ride

their bikes first, become comfortable doing it, and
worry about tricks later?
B: Yeah! I guess that’s my opinion. inervous laughteri
You should learn how to ride, and learn how to dea
with things, instead of lookinE at the biggest thing
there and saying, “I gotta tackle that.” You’re not
“Trail Boss” because you can do one big jump. You’re
“Trail Boss” because you can run the joint, period! It’s
not about who’s doing what, and doing it the biggest
and the best. I guess tﬁat’s all just opinionated though.
A lot of it is knowing your limits, and riding within
those limits, and then as you get better you expand
those limits.

T: Have you ever tried to mimic anybody else’s style,
or is there anyone you ever tried to ride like at any

oint in times

: Idon’t think I’ve ever really tried to ride like some-
bod{ I've seen how a lot of people in one area..., like
the Long Island guys will jump something and do this
weird thing with their bikes, and I’d just like to be able
to do it; because, it’s a strange kind of position in the
air that I've never gotten into. To say that I've never
tried to do that, yeah I’d be lying; but at the same time




Not at all.”

it’s not necessarily trying to ride like
someone else. It’s seeing what somebody
else is doing, and trying to get a grasp on
that. You could say that every flatlander
is trying to be Kevin %\(/)Ines, or every vert
rider is trying to be Matt Hoffman, but
the fact isit’s not like that. With dirt it’s
not so much tricks as it is style, so it’s not
necessarily trying to ride like other peo-
ple, as it 1s trying to understand how to
ride like that. There’s a lot of people
who have made impressions on my opin-
ions of riding. I said it the other day.
Someone said something about me being
like Morales, and I said, “I don’t try to be
like Morales, but we just see a lot of
things eye to eye.” We agree in a lot of
ways, not necessarily on what to do, but
just on riding in general. Just situational
things, and not wanting to have to die all
the time. I guess all else, try to keep from
etting yourself wasted all the time.

oesn’t seem to be working much for me
lately (or Morales), but I'm learning
again, so that’s good. It’s very humbling
to have to learn again. It’s nice.

T: Is it hard to come back after an injury?
B: I don’t think so. I think the hardest
part is working past the mental part. It is
Eretty_ devastating to think, “Wow, my
nee is all blown apart; and now my
other knee, which was my good knee, is
blown apart as well.” It’s all'’kind of scary
if you think about it, but at the same
time, all the things that you want to do,
and get back into doing, you’ve already
done a hundred times, and your body
remembers it all. All you have to do is get
our mind set right, and just get your
ody into that position where 1t’s com-
fortable again. T’ll admit that there’s
alwags that weakness in the back of your
mind, and if it’s too conscious and too up
front it will jump out and get you every
time. That one shred of doubt will hold
ou back. Well, it doesn’t necessarily
old you back because you’re trying to
beat it, but that one time that you’re not
counting on it to pop up is when you’re
going to get it. You have to realize that




Brennan

you’ve already done this type of stuff, so all I have to do is get myself into that posi-
tion where I’'m comfortable again.

T: Do you think style and image are the same thing? You seem to have a pretty
stror_zﬁjzmage. Is that part of your style? )

B: at’s a hard one. I don’t think that style and image are all the same thing;
because, I've seen some kids that have the bést style in the world, and you look at
them, and wouldn’t know that they were half that rad when they first rolled up to
the trails, and you didn’t even know who they were. When I saw that Markey guy
[ was just floored by how amazing he was, but it had nothing to do with his appear-
ance. Just seeing someone ride like that blew my mind; because, he had so much
control, and he just ran the joint. I mean, I've never seen anybody ride in boots
before.” That blew my mind. That “Trashcan Morgan” guy used to do it, but that’s
the old days. This guy is “90’s, and he’s rockin’. “Yeah, boots! Right there, that’s
image, a}rll then you’ve got him riding and that’s straight up style, and it just does-
n’t match.

T: You mentioned the music industry, let’s talk about you dad a little. First of all
tell everyone about your dad, and secondly has he influenced your opinions at all?
B: Well, I have a pretty opinionated view of my dad. I mean, I think he rules and
all. My dad influences a lot in me. When I was growing up he was playing in bands,
and his family was a gospel music group traveling around, and he always wanted to
be in the music industry; and seeing him accomplish his dreams by becoming the
president of a major music label is a big accomplishment for him. So he’s a really
good role model for me. I look at him, and he’s got a strong will, and he is very
opinionated too. I remember as a kid he asked me what I thought of Rick James,
and I told him that I liked him, and he told me, “No son of mine is going to like
Rick James!”, and he g{ot really mad at me, and said something about disowning me.
It was pretty funny. 1 remember it still today, because he hated Rick James, and I
liked Rick James, and that’s something that just wasn’t %omlg to be happening. So
he’s really strong willed, and that helped him get through a lot of things, through a
lot of hardships, and helped him to accomplish a lot of his goals. I think he set stan-
dards in his mind of what he wanted to do, and he didn’t take flack from a lot of
people as far as what he wanted to achieve in the industry, and he’s chan%gd a lot of
things. He’s helped me out so much, and he’s always been there for me throughout
my whole life. People don’t realize enough that you can be as proud of your par-
ents as they are of you, by s1tt1n§ back once in a while and gomg “They brought me
into this world, and fed me, and kept a roof over my head, and paid all these bills
that I’'m afraid to get out of my damn house and pay.” There’s a lot of people who
still live at home, and they don’t want to take that last step out, and the¥ don’t real-
ize that their parents are doing that for them, and have been doing that for them for
how many years, and that’s a 1% accomfhshrnent. Period! To be a parent, and to

e a responsible parent means a Jot. So I look up to my dad a lot, because he takes
on a lot of responsibility, and he’s a good man. I guess that’s about it.

T: You seem to do a lot for BMX, and a lot for di{ferent companies, has be influenced
that at all? Do you feel pressure to be successful ¢ ] ;

B: Yeah, I get that feeling from a lot of people, especially in Nashville. I feel like I
really need to accomplish something all the time; because, I look at my dad, and I
think, “How the hell am I going to measure up to him at some point in my life?” I
realize then again that ’m only twenty three going on twenty four now, and it’s so
far away from me. I have to kéep in mind where he was at my age, you know. I just
have to think how to keep everythin together, and I've been trying in the last year
to inyolve mi/)self with the people who have helped me out. Whether it’s Rick at
Standard, or Dan at Simple, I try to do as much as I can to be a positive force, or at
least help. I really want to get something out of this; because, where he (his dad)
felt his calling was music, I feel that the one talent that I at least feel confident about
now is my riding ability. ‘Cause the sport has done a lot for me, and I would like to
do something to help it out, and if I can make that a part of my life, and it can help
to subsidize at least part of my existence, then that’s great. That would be the best
thing that could possibly happen to me,

i fo what do you do f?c,{r Standard and Simple? '

B: Well, the Standard thing is really vague. That thing started out with really good
intentions. I was supposed to help out Rick by being co-team manager; because,
Rick’s really involved with the compan% and he ‘doesn’t want to lose touch with the
riders, and I think that’s a good thing. It needs to be like that. I just wanted to help
out and get a few things ott his back that he didn’t need to deal with, and also keep
communications flowing a little better between riders. So the Standard thing, if



nothing else, if I can just.helll), every now and then, then that’s a good
thing. zc':I"he Simple thing is a little bit different. That is something that
sort of conveniently fell in my lap that I'm really thankful for. Dan
sponsored me about a year back, and I had enough good fortune to talk
to him a lot, and I guess he just listened to me a lot and realized that I
wanted to help out, and I guess he trusted me, and gave me a lot of
responsibility to be able to pick a team. That was him putting a lot of
faith in me, and I really stay on top of it, because I don’t want to feel
like ’'m abusing the privilege [ have to help people out. I'm reall

happy with the team we have. I try to keep 1t small, no more than fif-
teen people. I hooked up Stieg, and Chuck, and Squirrel, and those
guys are the kind of kids I'm talking about. They go everywhere, and
all they’re doing is riding all the time. You see them and they’re on
their bikes, and they’re funny as hell, and they try super hard, and they
all ride good. At the same time, as hard as they try there are so few
people who really help them out. They help so many people out, and
they’re so eager to. They really reallﬁ want to, and their energy is all
so good. So by giving those guys a shoe sponsorship it made me feel
really good. Those guys just building what they’ve built alone, and
having me go there, and have as much fun as I did having the experi-

cling, that’s for sure, but... Everybody considers road biking com-
plete1y different from mountain biking. It’s like it’s own little entity,
and mountain bikers call road bikers “roadies” and the road bikers
call mountain bikers “MTB guys.” Everything’s different. None of
the componetry is interchangeable or anything. I think BMX needs
to get an identity of its own, instead of the stepping stone identity
that it has. Like skateboarding, people need to realize that, like it or
not, it’s going to get big. It’s its own animal. It’s growing, and it has
to be dealt with. It has to be taken in and nurtured. It does have to
be respected as what it is, and that it’s not part of becoming a moun-
tain biker or anything.

T: What’s up with your “APATHY” tattoo?
B: It’s kind of weird to talk about, because ( }
it. I don’t regret it at all. It has nothing to do with bikes or an%thln
like that. It’s all just personal life crap. It has a lot to do with a bunc
of bad relations ips% got into, and everyone knows girls will make
ou do some pretty crazy thmIgs. It’s not even an expression of me.
}i'hat’s the weird thing, ‘cause gue.ssCE)eofpl.e look at it and think “Oh,
tough”, but it’s really not. It’s kind of like a reminder to myself;
because, it’s an accusation I got

eople don’t understand

0

ences that I had on their trails was
enough. They don’t need to do
much more. It’s nice to sponsor
eople, and they don’t have to be
ig name riders. Fact is, they’re

“I guess ‘Don’t get me wrong’ is the one
thing I have to say to everybody.”

from a Jot of people that made me
think about myself, so it’s more of
a reflection on myself. Sure it’s on

respected bﬁ other riders for being ==
riders and having certain abilities. I just want everybody to feel as
important about being a part of something as I did when I'was includ-
ed in the Standard thing.

T: How do you feel about the current situation with BMX right now?
B: Ithink BMX is good. I think it’s really cool ‘cause it’s growing. It’s
nice that people are seeing it more. It’s nice that a lot more people are
getting involved. There are a lot of mountain bike companies getting
mvolyved with producing bikes, and hopefully there won’t be too few
people involved who really care about putting out a quality product. I
think that’s something that needs to be addressed. 7
T: I read something recently that talked about how a lot of companies
market BMX as a stepping stone into other forms of bicycling. How do
%ou ]{fel about that? : ¢ o

: Right, and that’s another thing. When you go into a mountain bike
shop and tell them you’re looking for parts for a BMX bike they ask
you when you’re going to grow up and get a real bike. That’s a bunch

of crap. The main reason [ won’t get a mountain bike is because it costs
too much, and it costs wag too much to have to replace it all the time
when it keeps breaking. Plus I can’t do anything on a mountain bike
that I can do on a B bike. People don’t understand that there are
people who are involved in this sport, and you have to respect it. I
think that’s what’s cool about skateboarding now. As much as people
hate it, I think people finally have a respect for it. Skaterboarders are
onna be skateboarders, are gonna be skateboarders, are gonna be
skateboarders. You’re gonna have the kids that get into it because it’s
cool, but at the same time, if you’re going to have a successful shop,
§ou’re gonna have to cater to those kids that are going to stay in it.
ou’re going to have to buy what they want, and you’re going to have
to have what they want in stock; because, when it comes time for them
to get new stuff, if you don’t have it, there’s mail order places where
they can get if for cheaper than they can from you. They don’t like you
anyway because you don’t respect them, and I think that’s the way
BMX is too. Nobody likes bike shops, because they can mail order it
cheaper, and they may not know anybody at Dan’s, but at the same
time they’re nicer than the guys at your local bike shop who aren’t
gomF to help you out. They don’t understand. They don’t keep
involved, and that’s what they need to do. They need to open their
eyes more. I don’t think people are really realizing how big the sport
is going again.
T: Do you think it would be better for BMX to be a more respected part
gf the whole bicycling industry, or do you think it would be better if
MX broke off, and became a separate industry from bicycling?
B: I think it would have to be somewhat separate. I mean, it is bicy-

me back, and yeah, apathy means
a [ack of concern or a lack of emo-
tion, but it’s not really me. I’'m a pretty passionate person. The apa-
thﬁr thing comes from pe%ple who don’t understand me. They see
what they want to see, and they don’t understand, and so they label
it as that I don’t care. So I got that to kind of keep myself in check.
Like I said, I am very opinionated and outspoken, and people take
offense at that, but you can’t really help what peopfe perceive you as,
so... Getting that on my back, I guess it makes people perceive me
wrong, but it makes sense to me, because I have to look at myself to
figure it out, so... I'm glad I got it. I gotta thank George for doing
it, because he did a good job, and he did it when I needed it. It was
like I had to do it right now. T had to do it within twelve hours. That
day it snecalp}%ed, “I'm getting it now!” I knew what I wanted for a long
time, and Ted set up the art, and everything had to fall into place
right then while I was in that frame of mind. Defmlteli/ no big state-
ment ’'m trying to make. It’s just a reflection on myself.

T:lf§o what’s one thing you want other people to know about your-
selfs

B: IthinkI %et a bum rap from a lot of peo%le. I'say a lot of things
a s

it sounds really weird or rude or whatever, but that

and

all in everybody’s

perception. I 'don’t outwardly try to be evil or mean or anything, so if

anyone ever misinterpreted my demeanor or what I said or did, feel
to ‘come up to me and talk |
open to people coming up and talking to me at any time; because,
met so many good people in this sport, and I love meetin

I’'m really not some sort of bad-ass guy who hates everybog

free

to me about it. Even in general, I'm really

I've

new people.
y. I am opin-

ionated, but you can’t have that thin of a skin. You have to realize that,

K, he’s got an opinion, whatever. His opinion may be jacked, but
doesn’t mean he’s a dick.” So I guess “Don’t get me wrong” is the
thing I have to say to everybody.

T: Any thanks?
B: The list goes on and on, and I can’t count them all, but...

he’s helped me out mentally a lot this year. Dan at

that
one

Rick at
Standard, not only for having faith in me and gettinghme on the team,
i

but

mple once again for

having faith in me to give me a job, and trust my judgment on a lot of
things, and give me the opportunity to help a lot of people out. That’s

an important thing, it makes me feel good. Then my friend

Tito. He’s

been there for a lot of moral support. My dad, of course. Everybod

who’s on the Standard team for ?n%king mg feel like ’'m a part of }slome}Z

thing. Everyone on the Simple team too. This other friend Melody I

met, super cool lad% good company. I talk to her a lot, she helps me sort
e

out my thoughts. Nelson and Roberto Kroger, and that’s it.

LY
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Get the picture?

You will if you subscribe!

Imagine not having to wait in long
lines, or camp out overnight to get your
hands on the hottest BMX magazine out
there. For only fifteen bucks it will come
straight to you for an entire year!

Sound too good to be true? Well,
that’s only the beginning. For only ten dol-
lars more we’ll keep it coming for another
year. Yes, two years of BMX brought
straight to your door step for only twentz
five dollars. You’ll bludgeon yourself wit
a pair of bent forks for not doing it sooner;
but don’t be too hard on yourself. Just fill
out this form and send it back. It's that

Here’s my $15,
sign me up for one
year! Now | don't
have to miss Saved By
the Bell.

I'll take two years
for only $25. |
may never leave the
house again

out this form and send it back. s thot _ [HNENENT-Y Ve |




|Address

subscriptions to:_

Method of payment  Check . g[rﬁgffy.

Credit
Card

Visa ] Mastercard i American

Express
Digits EXpllll
FEERREERENENEREE

Tread Magazine

333 King St.

Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
Or call: 847-806-9491

Or fax: 847-806-9488
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When it comes to BMX there’s no
denying that Southpark is one of the
best races of the year. The track rules,
the jump comp is crazy, everyone is psy-
ched, and PUSH is just around the cor-
ner. Barring a one hundred and four
degree heatwave, or some other natural
disaster, you're pretty much guaranteed
to have "a good time; But just what
makes the difference between a good
time, and a great race weekend? Is it cli-
pless pedals, energy gels and lycra, or is
it some hidden part of every riders rou-
tine? This weekend I decided to delve
into the underworld of the riders per-
sonal habits, and uncover one of the
most important and overlooked issues a
rider has to face.

Boxers or Briefs!!! That is the ques-
tion. I asked the top pro riders which
the Frefer, and how it helps them hold
it all together on race day. I think you’ll
find the responses to be Veéy eye open-
ing. See what the racers had to’say, and
then check their results for the weékend.,
It seems that you can eat power bars and
raw eggs unfil your heart explodes, but
unless glou’re comfortable out on the
track, it just isn’t going to help. So
choose wisely, and just remember that
on “The Road to Glory” you don’t want
to be caught with dirty underwear.




shootout: Boxers vse. Briefs




Brian Foster

T: Boxers or briefs?

B: Boxers.

T: Wh&/ is that?

B: I don’t know. In about ninth
rade, when I was in the locker room
or the first time, I felt funny wi

briefs on, so I went boxers from then

on out.

T: Do you think it helps at all with

contest is going on during the motos, so we’ll
see how that goes.

T: Are you going to try and jump?

B: Yeah. It'sa bi%jum\],:), and in-between motos
?Ellld stuff it’s shady. You just have to be care-

ohn Purse

T: Boxers or briefs?

J: Briefs, and I wear like the spandex with
down-and-unders, they’re like those padded
short type deals; ‘cause’ I don't like loose. I like
to keep all my stuff secure, in the right place all
day. 'In _the heat of competition, you don’t
want to have something hanging down and
clip something or other. (laughter

T: Do you think that helps you out? Is that the
key to your success, keeping everything in

lace when you're out here?

: Yeah, ‘cause it'’s one less thing I have to
worry about. At night I wear boxers though;
belcfause, I read that you have to ventilate your-
self.

T: Don’t want any low sperm count or any-

ing?
J: ‘Igeah, for the least impotence you have to
wear boxers at m'ght.
T: But when you're racing...
Jli When I'm racing it’s briefs, totally.

: How are ?Iou doing this weekend so far?
J: I feel %rea .. I mean, this track is rad, it'’s my
favorite track in the United States, either sanc-
tion. It's killer.

Charles Townsend

T: ]?Do you think that helps at all with your rac-
ing?
C:gI don’t think it makes a difference, I think a
lot of it has to do with preference. I mean, if
I'm booking down the ?irst straight with my
unit slapping against my leg it's going to both-
er me, but I know some’of the other guys wear
lfjoxers, so maybe that’s what makes them go
ast.

T: So how are you doing this weekend?

C: I'm doing all right. I'fell earlier this morn-
ing, and I'm kind of getting through it, but it
will be all right.

Reynolds

T: Boxers or briefs?

C: Well, I've got boxer-briefs on. Kinda, tight
boxer shorts, so I don’t know what I'm going to
be involved in.

I So 7you’re trying to get the best of both
worlds?

C: Basically I get a lot of good support, they’re
long enough to keep my ighs warm, and
they’re fashionable.
T: Does that help you with your racing, keep-
ing your thighs warm?

@: elltglou don’t want your thighs to get too
tight in the race. You want to keep them loose,
so that when you stretch them out you don’t
pull anything.” They’re very comfortable also,
your leathers slide” on a lot easier, and you
don’t get wedgies too bad. Plus, like I said
they’re fashionable, so when gfou take your
pants down, if there is some cufe girls wa ing
around, you’ve got Calvin Kleins on.

our racing? T: Do you think that is going to help you out
: Yeah! ~ Keeps everything loose. T: Boxers vs. briefs, which do you wear when here in Pittsburgh?
You can spin faster. zljou’ie racin%;’ o C: Well, I hope it's going to; because, I feel
E wear briefs.

T: Spin to win?

B: Yeah, spin to win, or Schwinn to
win.

T: Do you have Schwinn boxers?

I don’t like boxers, just really good, and feeling good is half the battle.
because it seems like your unit falls and lust If you look good too, that's even better. I feel
hangs on one side of your leg, so I don’t like good, I've got some good support going on,
boxers for that reason. I'll either wear briefs, or and they're a Eood shade of gray, so I'm
: No. Calvin Klein_has boxer-briefs, which are like happy; and my happiness should take me to a
T: Are there any plans to make any? long boxers, but they’re tight. I'm not a boxer ood” podium “position this weekend, because
B: Maybe one day, they make a lot of man, because I like to be held. (laughter) I m in good spirits.

other things. don’t like to be swinging loose. 4 T: Ok gbod luck.

T: How are you doing this weekend? .- JENNE gl very

B: So far so good! I've been in the Hea ¥

top three. In races like this when 3 . 7P
they’re biﬁ-’l it just comes down to the :
semis,, Either you're in or you're out,
and hgpefully’I'll be in. The jumping

-
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Alan Foster

T: Boxers or briefs?

A: Boxers during the week, boxer-briefs during racing.

T: Why is that?

A: Gotta keep everythi § tight up inside. Same with motorcy-
cle riding. Motorcycle riding it’s oner—briefs too, but then dur-
ing the week you release with the boxers.

T: How does keeping it ti%ht help you?

A: So lyou don't get sack slappers, where it slaps the top of your
seat. It holds your package in there so it doesn’t slap the seat.
Same as it slaps the tank on a motorcycle if you've got reall
loose boxers on. Plus, boxers ride all up your crack, they don’t
stay right. Plus, the wife doesn’t like it when I take my knee cups
off; and my little thingy pops out the hole. So she bought the
boxer-briefs for me, sogt}ll‘lat everything stays hidden.

T: Do you think that’s going to help you out this week here in
Pittsburgh?

A: Uhh, yeah. It’s got to.

T: How are you doing so far?

A: Bad. Really bad, but I'm looking to turn it around maybe.
T: Good luck.

Jason Richardson

T: Boxers or briefs?

J: BRIEFS!

T: Why is that?

J: Because, boxers, they ride up on your pants, and then you're
stuck, it’s either one way or the other, ang it pops out when it's
not supposed to. So when you're wearing briefs you can adjust
you1r< unit just where you want it for optimal performance on the
track.

T: Does that give you a tactical advantage?

J: I don’t know if it gives me a tactical advantage; but I like to
bust my nuts in bed not on the track.

T: Thear ya.

J: So that’s all I got to say.

Mike Hammond

T: Boxers or briefs?

M: During the week, or....

T: Both.

M: OK. During the week I usually don’t wear none. They just
ball up, and you have to wash them all the time, but when }Irace
I always wear boxers. They ride up like everybody says, but it’s
better than being all tight and uncomfortable.

T: Do you ever wear briefs?

M: No, never, ever.

T: So you're a straight boxer man.

M: Straight boxer man.

T: So you think being loose, is better then?

M: Oh yeah. Loose 1s fast, on the verge of out-of-control...
T: “Days of Thunder?”

M: Something like that.

Neil Wood

T: Boxers or briefs?

N: I don’t wear underpants.

T: You don’t wear underpants?

N: In England we call briefs underpants. I wear boxers.

T: Do you feel that helps you?

N: I only have five pairs of underwear, so I don’t have much
choice.

T: Do you buy your underwear, or does someone buy them for

ou?
KI: I buy them. Three pairs for five dollars.
T: You're doing pretty good here this weekend, you don’t think
that had anything to do with it?
N: Well, the boxers I have on right now are far too big for me,
so I have plenty of leg room, and that’s helping me.
T: Loose 1s good?
N: Loose is good, yeah.

Marty Yockel

T: Boxers or briefs?
M: Boxers!
T: Why?
M: That's all I got. I was just noticing though, in the dport-a-
john, that they’'re all rolled up, and I was thinking I need to get
some jockeys or something that stay on my legs, so they don’t
et balled up. I might switch.
: ]12;) you think that being balled up affects you at all on the
track?
M: I don’t know. I kind of think about that sometimes, like
maybe it’s cutting off some circulation, maybe that's why some-
times in the last straight my legs get all pumped up. I doubt it
though, I think it’s just lack of training.
i: H%)w did you do out there your last moto?
M: I got third. From lane seven, so I was pretty stoked. So I
need another second or third to get in.
T: They're not balling you up too much then?
M: No, not too bad.



“Because, boxers, they ride up on your
pants, and then you're stuck, it’s either
one way or the other, and it pops out
when it’s not supposed to. So when
you're wearing briefs you can adjust
your unit just where you want it for
optimal performance on the track.”

--Jason Richardson

“I teel really good, and
feeling good is half the
battle. If you look good
too, that’s even better.”

--Craig Reynolds




Robbie Morales

T: Boxers or briefs Robbie?

R: Oh, ti%‘lty-whities!

T: All right!

R: Yeah, I gotta keep the unit in check when
I'm riding.

T: Did e have them in check at the X-Games?
R: NOf Ididn’t have no underwear on,...cause
wh)enI crapped my pants they flew off. (laugh-
ter

T: You wear tighty-whities when you race
though?

R: Yeah, all the time.

T: Does that give you any advantage?

R: Yeah, it's just another thing I don’t have to
worry about. I've got enough problems. Thirty
eight to forty size too, Fruit of the Loom, so you
know what kind of heat I'm packin’. (laughter)

Matt Polkhamp

T: Boxers or briefs?
M: Boxers.
T: Why is that?
M: Can’t be crowded. Everything’s gotta kind
of hang and shift, and ...you know...
T: Flow?
M: Yeah.
T: Does it help your flow on the track?
M: Yeah, get a little breeze going. You can’t be
cramped, so...
T: Is it helping you here this weekend?
M: Definitely. %s ecially out of the gate.
E/:[ You get a good snap then with boxers?
: Yep.
i Hovlzf are you doing this weekend?
M: All right” I had a rough first class moto, but
I'm picking everything up now. It’s going a lit-
tle bit better, I'm getting more relaxed.
T: Are the boxers helping you relax?
M: Yes definitely.

Timmy Strilecki

T: Boxers or briefs, and why?

S: Boxers so my nuts don’t get too tight.

T: Does that hélp you out when you’re racing,
not havingkyour nuts too tight?

S: Well it Keeps them free, but every time I go
to stretch I rip ‘em so it doesn’t matter. Ihave
to get new pairs.

Crali? Reynolds: Your nuts?

S: No, not my nuts, my boxers.

Jamie Staff
T: When you race, boxers or briefs, which do

ou I}1>refer?
}Iz I haven’t worn briefs for years for anything,
I onlﬁ carry boxers with me, so...
T: Do you feel that gives you any type of
advantage?
J;: No. If anything they annoy me; because,
they keep twisting around and stuff, so I might
have to invest in some briefs. I think they
might be better for racing.
T: Do you think that’s slowing you down at all
here at SouthPark?
J: Thope not. I don’t think so.
T: How are you doing so far?
J: Fifth, second and a first, so...
iI': 1{It’s not causing a bind or anything?

: No
T: That's good.

Danny Nelson

T: Boxers or briefs?

D: Boxers.

T: All the time?

D: Always. Briefs-never ever. Never briefs.
T: Do you think they help you with your rac-
ing at all?

D: Yeah, every once in a while I get into stag-
ing, and they’re kind of sliding off my ass:
‘cause my Fants don’t fit that well, and my
pants fall off, my boxers stay up, I get the sag
thinsg going on, and it’s all cool.

T: So that helps you with your racing, or hin-

ders you with your racing?

D: No it’s good.

T: How are you doing this weekend?

D: Good up until yesterday’s second and
third mains were no good. I'got a good first
main, and ended up finishing fifth over all, so
medjocre.

T: Do you think your boxers had anything to
do witl}; that?

D: No, that was my fault.

Daniel Sprague

T: Boxers or briefs?

D: Well we don’t have tighty-whities in
Australia. They're for old big Granddads
underwear. That’s what they are in Australia.
That's what my dad wears, ﬁut I wear boxers
when I'm not racing, and I wear briefs when
I'm racing. Gotta keep it in check.

T: Do you think that’s important when you
are racing, keeping things tight?

D: I gotta stay loose on the bike, and tight
down there. I'don’t want it flapping around
and hitting my knees. Plus, the weight of m
body transfers really good if it’s tight. If it’s
hanging, it puts me off balance when I go over

ilgm S.

: Fgow are you doing here this weekend?

D: I made a main so far.

T: Do you like the track?

D: Yeah, I like jumping. I'm Clip}I)ed in, and
I'm not super rad or anything, but I like jump-
ing it’s fun. I'm learning tricks. I can’t do
anything really good. I can do like toboggans,
and x-ups, and one-handed x-ups. I learned
supermans, but then I crashed and hurt
myself, so I stopped doing them.

T:" Did you have briefs on when you were
doing the superman?

D: No, I had boxers on. That might have been
wh%iII crashed?
T: Hhmmmm?

D: Ilearned superman seat-grabbers last year
when I used to race in platforms. Irode a lot
of trails in northern California, and that kind
of got me right into dirt C{umpin[g. Then when
I turned pro, I decided that I really didn’t
want to go down that way; because, if I hurt
mﬁself at was it. I like to have fun. That's
what trail riding is all about, controlling your-
self good on your bike. The bike has been
with me forever, so it’s going to continue to be
like that.

Greg Romero

T: Boxers or briefs?
F: Well actually I was liking the butt-huggers
or a while, but I started dating this girl and
she preferred the boxers, so I just kind of...
T: Switched over?
P: I switched over, and got some boxers, and
she likes them, and she likes to take them off,
and it’s easier access, and all that good stuff.
T: 1730 you wear the boxers while you are rac-
ing?
P: Yeah I'm wearing boxers now. I've never
worn boxers up until last year.
T: Have you noticed any change in your per-
forr{}ance on the race track? %—Ias it helped
any?
P: yI think a lot better with the butt-huggers;
‘cause my nuts were tight, you know right
there, buf now I'm all loose, so maybe I need
to switch.
T: Ma}lybe just for races you could switch
back? That's a trend I've been noticing with a
lot of the racers, come race day they put on
%he?utt'-huggers to keep every thing in place.

: Yup!
T: Holi/’v are you doing this weekend?
P: Ididn’t’ do to good. I over trained trying
to peak for next week. I over trained’ this
week, and did a couple road rides, and my
legs are just tossed. Tossed like salad.

: You don’t think it's the underwear

I
tholtilgh?
P: No, it has nothing to do with it.

‘The results are in!

DAY ONE

PRO CLASS:
1: John Purse
Brian Foster
Randy Stumpfhauser
Charles Townsend
Danny Nelson
Craig Reynolds
Jason Richardson
: Neal Wood

S o0 SO Ol oD

RO / SUPER AWARD:
John Purse

Randy Stumpfhauser
Neal Wood

Jason Richardson
David Milham

Matt Pohlkamp
Jamie Staff

Charles Townsend

L Ol (O

DAY TWO

PRO CLASS:
Randy Stumpfhauser
Daniel Sprague
Brian Foster
Matt Pohlkamp
Jamie Staff
Scott Yoquelet
Jason Richardson
. Craig Reynolds
RO / éUP R AWARD:
Brian Foster
Randy Stumpfhauser
Jamie Staff
Daniel Sprague
David Milham
Neal Wood
Craig Reynolds
Marty Yockel

RO NION U W

I
%
3.
4.
53
6.
7
8.

So, will your choice of
undergarments help you win
races? Judging by the results,
it doesn’t seem that either
boxers or briefs offer any real
advantage. On the other
hand, many racers do switch
to the tighty-whities on race
day, so maybe there is some-
thing to it. Who knows?

I guess it all boils
down to personal comfort.
Yeah, like you actually
thought the underwear you
wear could actually make
you race better. That's as
crazy as believing that shav-
ing an ounce off the weight of
your cranks is going to help
you win races. Come on
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Ah yes, another Southpark jumping contest, and another
ridiculous jump. Jason Stieg and Issac McCrea “Chuck” were the ones
responsible for this years abomination. You can always count on the
PUSH kids for a good show. Stieg built the lip, and Chuck built the
landing. I think they should have had a conference half way through,
because the two just didn’t add up.

Actually the lip looked really nice. I must say, Stieg and Betsy
(that’s his shovel) do some mighty fine work. It stood about five foot
tall, smooth, wide, and not too steep, the perfect launching pad to send
you a million feet in the air. By itself, the landing looked good too, but
seeing it after that twenty six foot gap made it seem a little inadequate.
It was short and steep, and if you didn’t have the distance perfect, you
were either going to flat bottom or case the life out of it.

Chuck’s excuse: “It’s a trails landing.” Good thing you could-
n’tland on it, huh Chuck? The thing is, trails have more than one jump
so you can judge your speed, this was just one big jump all by itself.
Plus, the once smooth runway had become a field of speed bumps after
being rained on and then trampled by motor homes. All of this added
up to yet another amusing jump comp.

By the start of the first round I had seen almost every dead

5 - I'don’t

know
w h o

this is.

sailor, case, and lawn dart variation known to BMX. I saw one guy land
dead in the middle of the jump, didn’t even make it far enough to case,
while others landed a good five feet past the landing. It seemed that
judging your speed was the real trick. Even the mighty BF seemed a lit-
tle frightened.

In all, almost half of the riders decided to drop out, including
the jump comp king Joey Garcia, who stretched some muscles in his leg
and wasn’t able to race the rest of the weekend. I can’t put all the
blame on the jump though. It was ESPN who insisted on running the
thing in the middle of the motos. Can you blame a guy for not wanti-
ng to jump right before or after they have to race? It's a good thing
ESPN cares so much about the sport, and what the riders want. Gee, I
guess TV really is your friend.

Still it was a good show, and some people got what they want-
ed. ESPN got their quota of wrecks, Stieg got the pleasure of destroy-
ing half the jumpers, and Chuck was justified in building this jump.
“Hey, BF had no problem with it,” was his response when I asked him
what was up with the jump. Well, I wouldn’t say he had no problem,
but he did survive, and even took home first place. Too bad everyone
can’t be like Brian.




" Yeah, it looks
good, but don't
think he landed
on the landing.
‘Issac “I landed
on my face every
run.” McCrea

The
Flying Squirrel
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Litle Reggie dropping in sans testicles

W, L
with.  Just
wake up and there’s someone to go to
the trails with all the time.
: Stu, how long have you lived at the Fat
House®?

& >S: About a year and a half | guess.
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; Have you ever given 1houg%hf to what you are
oing o do once it's time fo move out of Mom and Dad’s
ouse? Maybe you think it's a !on% wag oft, but It will

happen eventually, if it hasn't already. Sooner ordkger

you'll wo_ntkyo?r freedom, or more likely, mom and dad

will get sick’of your lazy ‘carcass lying about the house,
using LE Pt food and oxygen, and they'll throw
ou ouf onto the sireets. Either way, someday you'll
ave to move out on your own.

; Now there’s a scary thought. What are you
going fo do? How are you gé)mg fo afford to eat, ride
everday, buy bike parts, eat, buy video games, and still
not worke ‘Well, tortunately for us, there is a way to
make the transifion fo independence a litlle easier. A
waiy for riders o live the BMX dream.

Welcome to the Fat Housel | don’t mean the

Fat House in particular, but rather rider run flop houses

in general. You see, there are many such houses all over

the country, and If riding is your main objective, you
may very well end Uiﬁ in one such house, Not that that
is a bad thm%. On the contrary, hcv:r@ lived in the Fat

House, | can honestly say it w?s probably the best place

I've lived since movi{)? away from home. It is however,

quite different from life at home. So, to better prepare

you for what may lie ahead, and just to entertain, | pre-
sent fo you the Fat House Players...

Magilla and Stu

: Magilla how long have you lived at the Fat House?
Almost three years this October or September.
Have you been there since th ebeginning?

:_Yep, 1 was one of the first five.
- The Fab Five?
A: No, not the Fabio Five. | guess it could be the Fat
ive.
= "What's the best part about the Fat House?
| guess just that you always have someone to ride

i

7R

T. Whai do you like best about it2 :
S: There’s always someone to argue with. There's always someone fo hang out with

o 9 ride with. "We alll ﬁrel‘t}/ much have the same imerTsfs I think. We all fget along.
Jus W tf htave fun mostly. Try to stay away from “Real Life”, you know, forty hours
and all that crap.

T. Is this the first {)locerg/ou’ve lived other than home?
S: No, | hgd ? ew other hguses, but the)L all sucked. They were all
who worked all the fime, an all the fime. [t just wasn't
no one else rode
So you come here because jt's cheap and gou can ride a lot?
: Yeah, pretty much. I's so cheap that you don't have to worry about working all
the time to pay your bills. You can spend ‘your money on better things like bikes and

stuff.
M: And King Gyros.
S:" Yedh, ROV R P et dfood, ..There’s better places to blow your
money than rent and utilities. | can do without some of the luxuries most
peo;?:e ave,  guess. Although, it would be nice fo have a house without some cock-
roaches,
: So Magilla, how often do you work?

: oni have a set schedule. | work maybe once a
:ve?ks I'll work four days, and other weéks I'll work

u *

: Usually, you just work for a few months, and then not work for a year and a half.
: Yeah.' |just Yvork in the Winter for a few months, and then not work all Summer.
Do you like all the people coming over 1o the house gll the time?

: Sometimes. Not when they gef crazy, and break stuff, and wreck the house, an?
ave no respect. That's not cool, but it’s a change to see lots of different people all
e time.

Do you like people throwing up all over your yard?

I don knove, I Suess it's ggf 3 gq do'neysomg place. It seems a litile ridiculous
at people come {o the house and think it's cool to make a mess, or it's cool to get
drunk and puke all over the place._People come, they make a mess, they don't real-
ly think of it as someone’s house. They think of it as a place to party. We'll have to
start charging admission or something. It should be o rule that when'you go to some-
one’s house you should at least pick up after yourself. ‘Cause | don't live there so |
can kiab)hsit unch of twelve S old kids. It's cool having them visit, but some
sl sort of take it for granted, they take advantage of us.

. They should clean up their own bags of puke?

S: (laughter) Yeah. [|'mean, a bag of vomit, it’s not that hard to throw
away. You just tie u? the ends and pitch it out back or something. Go
down'to the Amoco and throw it in their dumpster. | don’t want to walk into my bath-
room and clean up puke off the toilet. That's not my idea of a good party.

ith people
I had to wor F\zn%gccgse

Snadoy
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Flag and his art

House. That’ 0 one of a kind thing. "If we get.anew house it's going o

be the Stupid Dome; ecoyse Bethlehem™has:the Super Dome Gng

we’re |ust a bunc {diots <o we'fegding fo have fe:SHipi
ome.

Ez \d/\/ho are some of the most. memorable tweakers from the neighbor
00

S: We've got a lot of Feople who are kind:of legends at the house.»Feor

the most part they’re-al le we like, neighbors and stuff. Barney from

people have you seen come an
M: | don't know. how many was on that list we ma e? ocrosséfheer g;%eLlsTg%g\;gyclecks that livesnext-door.

l
| S: .We made up g list, and Y adabout thirty odd people or so. :: N\ogﬂy s
|
!

25 Mcg;"c how many dlfferent people have lived ot the Fat

House? ow man

Some people live there a long fime, some people live there a cou- : 0og
5 hogrs,% <oy e dent Ke%t il pproéacx ylive there = : Except WiTl. This bcg blo%k gxglowho walks in our house all the '}!git

S He just wants money, and esn’t get money he just wants fo
st amount of fime ouf of by ody He moved in s Thursday, everyb!)dy He fhrews Gt Fmiiee Stevegi rough G wifdow onces
we went to PUSH for the weekend, in ck, and he was gone. T ol avorvane obaniiit s
| think hls drive fo Forf Wayne was longer than his stay in Fort T por?:/ rolas Re

S.
W°Y e (laughter). M: It used to be a lot better before a car ran into it.
oE Z‘fk‘:‘(’cs ?;re worst tenant af the Fat House? S: dNﬁ?w the Ipoma porgh it's preilt(y cool. IkYou gan §{s}t‘ out there all d(?m
g It just d epen o what you mean by worst tenant. Some peo- 50 B8 Sl L doos - twedkats wlkinglojibore ssucyoma

ple are good e e to hon out with. ‘Some people aren’t finan- :omgne\/i/e = Ga'q\{, fi(lﬂy a1 g‘ﬁ,

1. es an

-~ ciall responsx It just d L ends, some people are miserable fo We're @ fréak magnet, our house (!o hter) I'm pretty sure thcnt there's
Feg 2 W't’ kt’”f {)E;Yﬂ?“y eir {e"' Other people, "he re cool some sort of mental ?nsmuhon nearby ;‘\gct we're et awar% because
P Sl e DU LR YR, 00 SO SIS VRS ey h oy never stop coming. !fs OK though. lt ;ves s some ing to laugh

just don’t take ccre f things.
If. Are you guys lookin to get out of the Fat House? o ou! we We Sneh

on the e rea
Yeah we've been ook mg We'd like to move, but | don’t rc oe\dri\an Buf with

i known |ts goi

(&3 "}? |.§° e Etibose pets¢ 4
i S: a Fat eh tting kind of bad. !t f
| trosh%rd Y’ﬁig nn‘?’ﬁ" N e gels 5 Horkey ‘
- bep

%oeo tinf efn le of nowhere, and just sat
always just invite them up on the

e hard you try to keep it §%i:‘n M: Litile g
pecy e 57 SHE sy DI mes,ses on eve s S: You couldn't ask for any better pets. There aren't too many people who
lonal cra ead or two just wa f info Yl?e P RPG P

%e?ouse. One morning | guess éome really | cxrge Mextcan don't like — pets. Exceptfor Steve, and that's “cause Litfle Reggie peed

iy possed oui on the couch downstairs, his pants were {1 himion

M: He doesn t like Honkey. either.
i down hter no ody cyou Mnew wHosae [ust S:" Yeqh, just ‘cause she’s a cat, and she lives in our house. They're pret-
! WC; ke r!g L 20 e house ‘?n p?sied °UtA me ‘{‘ of’rwcr# 0ty well behaved pets. They never get in frouble. Excep} Honke)),/s p‘?’eg
RO 0 TOUSS Whike o SRl ReeR s PS8 G nont o couple weeks. ‘She’s afways popping out a few more kittens

moreBorgamzedp\ a litle closer to the trc?xls lffv‘«;\l} just b?ha o ere \RI
~ us. Because whenever people come to Fort Wayne, they don
- even call to let us know thati they're commé:; half the tsme Theyust cmrpg dﬁ gvcelg Oenccoe‘-’dl'fes.name was Clymer, and it

show up and they expect fo stay at the house. It's hard
- dick ang tell ihemy g you can't stay.”, so we usually just let any- k?ol:/ |?;ontgewgglt)r§% C{?&%S&?ﬁ% “, cﬁ%gg&g%g lgﬁk; %leeep.
‘i y sﬁay tSo nft we get ‘a new house we probably won't tell any- me J PeEke-three fmes in one J’
s }V‘Jstez’efé“s/ AP peple: : cltl n%o - youmS to-Fort Wayne? Hovrar you pick Fort Wayne
- out or all the cmes in America?
~ Yeah, just a few select friends. It will never be another Fat . Me, Mike Tag, and Steve Crandall lived in Ithaca New York, and it

&7
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e kind of boring. It was lpreﬂy much only us three that rode Then we met Lody at this Pmsburgh race, and we talked to him
unch, and he seemed all right. He was like, “I'm going to be opening up thiss ctepcr and You guys can come and move
in, and it wull be real cheap, and you can ride all the time. So we just Prc duated ng School, we had nothing.to do, and we
|us: »Yomte fo ride, so we moved out there. It was. all right, but we only lived there Yor about a month, because the skatepark
ot closed
?: Do you th ;VL you'll ever leave Fort Wayne?
M: éigaet krlxc;vhv ave no reason to now. | like it here a lot. The frails are real good. There’s not a lot of places that
ke r | think.
Were the trails here before you?
M: Yeah. They've been here X fon?r
: They've been here since | e fifreen or 5|xteen The suckeél thou? I was-reélll y only ¢ R l\ The scene didn't really
good here unh y moved here, ‘cause Né lla cn lke 3 trails wi ot 1hey are, Magilla’s preﬁy
muc responsible for pmg the trails in shape and stuff T fhmk a good idea to d ff‘ but'no one has
the motivation that he has. [f it wasn’t for him, our trails would pro by still ne jump, or a few crcppy jumps.
A're you the groundskeeper?
uess.
Dogyou all work for Steve Mantor2
Not everyone, jyst me, and ?ugvrda, and Bert Elliot. ‘We all work for f'nm, and Stu used fo work for him sometimes,
but he’s been doing his shirts a ot ate
v o;ei( there so many tweakers in Fort Wayne?
on’t know.
S: To me it never seems like fheres lot of tweakers in Fort Wayne until people from out of town come, and they point them
out. | guess I'm just use cl to seeing f em a wi Nﬂ creebunch I alvsgys fry cm% P 7( that t?ns is a normal town %ut Lh in wh?
Pl i amiftlod-thamiSior Gor normal.

Steve Mantor
T. Steve Mantor, how do you feel about employing half the Fat House?

TS

oz

S: It's pretty cool for "e, for the simple fcf' that,

when o fo.work, I n't working with those

€ WO ?% wﬂho unch of tweakers. It's

i's like hanging out and working at
e some ti

Do out ink there would be a Fat H?tge if it was-

nt for you? It may. have gone out of business by

no
SO A lot of those  are prefty lazy, so |
don t know. ; %
s How do you. fee ‘about losing thirty dollars
tom
lgdon’t reall é

about fhe ﬁ}_\rty dollars, I'm just
ummed ouf , 'ia expeciations.

Moglllc and Jod . their reputcmon let me down.

They don’t have the same rep with me anymore.

gne of the ne\rvesf mem
£

than “everyone else. lf's

ost eh 50 00 cn onik p us

,5 fla Some par

the ﬁla%e getting A
©'you expect.

. Lelean

1e ruies

g :
L eggi fi ht |
rshere seepmg on ?h;wco kehr The llrSt m’?—lt v|v1‘te
gle I {Ust wante

,V\ﬁlb“' r ‘Bamek

ught you to the Fat House2
”ugm 8 bu%cheofupe:;'?to ride with,

yt{or the riding?

‘ ou like to do besides ride?
W | ik gn to music, paint, read, think, play
cl entures
T How?ong . you i)een hvmg here?

W: Sm e sc oo got out, which was the end of
May, and | lived here a lle last year.
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Have you ever seen the Vacation where John Candy
has to eat the “Old 49'er”? Well, in Fort Wayne there lives a
similar beast, the “28 incher.” Yes. it's a pizza, and as you may
have guessed it's 28 inches in diameter. Now thatsa biga pizza

iea.

: The rules of the game are simple: any two people
who can finish the pie in one hour not only get the pizza for
free, but they each receive a fifty dollar gift certificate as well.
I, however, they do not finish, then they have to pay for the
meal, which costs about $32.00. Also. puking and deficating
are perfectly legal. as long as not taken to excess.

Quite a challenge, a challenge that Magilla and Jody
Donelly felt ready to accept: and a challenge that their roo-
mate and financial backer, Steve Mantor. felt confident they
could overcome. Steve felt he had a sure bet. as he told stories
of the two gladiators prowess at
the dinner table. It seems Jody
had once eaten three boxes of
Mac and cheese in one sitting, and
he had seen Magilla put down an-
entire regular pizza on his own.
Surely these two human storage
| tanks could process the “28 inch-
< | er’ without any problem.

P A The pizza was brought out,
the stop watch was set. and they were off. The action started
slowly; as the two athletes paced themselves for the marathon
meal that lay ahead. For the first 20 minutes or so the mood
was one of relaxed confidence, as the two heros sat back
leisurely watching tv. and snacking on their great feast. It was-
n't until about thirty minutes into the ordeal, with over half
the pizza remaining, that we
began to worry.

Magilla and Jody began to
worry too, so they turned things
up a notch. in an attempt to
catch up.

Another ten minutes passed
and things really began to look
bad for our two bloated friends.

5 | They kept complaining about
how it didn't really taste like anything anymore. and no mat-
ter how hard they tried the pizza just wouldn't go away fast
enough.

With only about ten minutes left on the clock, the
contest was already pretty much over. Our falling heroes
were delirious with over indulgence, and the manager
returned like a vulture awaiting
their certain demise.

By now all hope had been
lost, except for the manager
who kept making
offers to extend the
time, it the two con-
sumption machines

thought they could
= pullitout. Inactu-
ality he knew there was no hope. I think he just
wanted to see them get sick.: but they weren't
going for it. It was over. and we all knew it. The
legends of Magilla and Jody had been defeated.
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W: Not so much what feels good necessarily, but what feels right would
be more accurate.

Bert Elliot

T Bert Elliot, how long have you been a Fat House Player?
B: Almost a year now. | moved in around September first.
ow do you like it here? ! ;
It's all_right. The frails are good. The night life sucks, but we try to have fun
ough. The house, it's pretty much a dump, but it's all right.
Any complaints about the Fat House?
It’s just a dump. That's about it.
* |s it the first place that you've lived away from home?
. Yeah. Good experiences, good people that live here too, so it's fun.
Whose P favorite neighborhood tweakere
B: Probably Crazy Dick. Yeah, I'd have to say him. Or that lady who came Lg) to
us one night, and offered anything we wanted for forty bucks. She'said we could do
anything we wanted to her for fogy ollars.
: do you like Crazy Dicke
B: When he gets drunk he talks, and he waves his hands back and forth, and iust talks
about anything. He's kind of scar thougrtL | always think he’s going to beat me ug.
ﬁ)r)e n‘iIght Lwte Was in my face, and 1 thought he was going to hit me. He didn’t though,
e’s allright.
: Have gou hooked up wig.o y ladies since,éou've been here?
B: No way! | hate girls. Girls are stupid.

Joe Daugirda

: Why do you live at the Fat House? 1 ;
5 %ecouse it’s cheap, and there’s a lot of people with similar interests.
Yo

Un

‘ve been here since the beginning haven't you, off and on¢
ortunately, yeah.
- Will you be’here until the end?
: Hard'to tell. | don’t know.
- How many different rooms have you lived in, in the Fat House?
J: [(counts) Off hand,
robably five.

Which was the

beste
J: Probably the back
porch. It" was real
rimitive. | had m
ed set up on a table.
The roof was flat so the
rain poured on it real
ard.  Either it was
extremely hot or
extremely cold.
: Do _‘you like Fort
Wayne?
J: As a whole, yeah.
It hasn't done me

wronB.

e oes it feel like
ome now?

,L: lt's kind of home,
ut then you have the
other home, where
ou’re from. | have a
ot of roots there and
stuff.

T: Roots¢ You mean
like riding at the
Ravine?

J: 1 don’t know any-
thm\%obout that.

T: Who's your tavorite
neeighborhood tweak-
er?

J: Either Larry, or Dick,

Wild Dick next door.
He's probably m

favorite. He's basical-
ly just an old version of

uUs

T: Do you think
he’s been here
since he was eigh-
teen years old or
so?
J: 1 don’t know. |
think about that
sometimes, about
being here
when I’'m as old as
he is. Doesn’t
seem too far
fetched.
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Wilbur Barrick
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AS HARD AS SOME FIGHT FOR
RECOGNITION, OTHERS FIGHT TO
REMAIN UNKNOWN. DREW JENKINS
RUNS SOME OF THE BEST TRAILS IN
THE COUNTRY, THE LOCATION OF WHICH
HE WILL NOT DIVULGE. DREW’S STYLE
ON THE OTHER HAND, SHALL REMAIN A
MYSTERY NO LONGER.
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m ]lln SEVS, AND UNLESS SOMEONE TOLD YOU IT WAS THERE, YOU PROBABLY WOULDN’T
e KNOW. SO BASICALLY THERE WAS TWO JAMS GOING ON. THE RHYTHM JAM AND

THE FORT WAYNE STORY, AS TOLD BY STEVE CRANDALL...

THE FINAL EPISODE OF THE KILL YOURSELF JUMPING SERIES TOOK PLACE ONE FINE
SATURDAY AT THE RAVINE (HAND BUILT AND OWNED BY NONE OTHER THAN CHAZ’S OLDER
BROTHER MAGILLA) IN FORT WAYNE. HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDED KRIS BENNETTS NAGC-NACS, WHICH
HAVE NOW BEEN OFFICIALLY REINSTATED BY THE MAN WHO RUNS THE ENTIRE INDUSTRY. MUcH
INSANITY WAS PROVIDED BY THE KID WITH POLKA DOTTED HAIR:! INSANE NO FOOTERS, CANDY
BARS, AND A LOT OF CROWD SUPPORT TO BOOT. DEFYING ALL LAWS OF GRAVITY WAS CHUCK,
WHOSE LARGE BUTTOCKS COULD BE SEEN DOING SOME OF THE HIGHEST TABLETOPS EVER;
EVEN HIGHER THAN THE PITCH OF BRENNAN BROWN’S DOG WHO WOULDN’T SHUT UP ALL
AFTERNOON.

AFTERWARDS THINGS REALLY GOT CRAZY, AS THE PUSH KIDS AND WEASEL’S FRIENDS
ALL TOOK THE “CHRIS SALES- ACE OF FADES” TRAINING COURSE, AND COULD LATER BE FOUND
PUKING ALL AROUND THE House. AND SO CONCLUDES THE HOSE YOURSELF
JAMS, 1996. YES! HELL YES!

\ f

N

THINGS LOOKED REALLY GOOD FOR

THE START OF THE 7-11 JAM. A LIGHT
RAIN THE NIGHT BEFORE HAD THE TRAILS
IN PERFECT CONDITION, AND PLENTY OF
PEOPLE FROM FAR AND WIDE SHOWED UP FOR
A TASTE OF THE LONG ISLAND SOIL. SOME
REALLY GOT IT TOO!

FROM THE START THE CROWD WAS PRETTY MUCH SPLIT IN TWO BETWEEN THOSE
WHO COULD JUMP THE RHYTHM, AND THOSE WHO COULDN’T. THOSE WHO COULD
JUMPED MOSTLY THE SIXTEEN PACK, WHILE THOSE WHO COULDN’T PRETTY MUCH
STAYED BACK AT THE STYLE JUMP. THE STYLE JUMP IS WAY IN THE BACK OF

THE TRICK JAM.

THE REAL DRAMA TOOK PLACE BACK AT THE TRICK JAM. NOT SO MUCH BECAUSE OF THE GREAT

TRICKS BEING PULLED, BUT RATHER THE GREAT SPILLS WHICH OCCURED. | MUST SAY THAT NEW YORK CITY
KIDS RULE! SOME OF THEM LOOKED LIKE THEY HAD NEVER SEEN A DIRT JUMP BEFORE, BUT THEY WEREN’T
AFRAID TO TRY. BIG MIKE, HOLLywooD, AND JAMIE RODRIGUEZ WERE SOME OF MY FAVORITES, AS WERE
THE TWO MADMEN WHO TOOK THE BAIL TROPHY BACK TO NYC. FIRST, THERE CAME AL CAIN, “COCAINE”
AS HE WAS AFFECTIONATLY CALLED, WHO SPRINTED AT THE JUMP LIKE A MAN ON COCAINE (Il SHOULD MEN-
TION THAT THIS JUMP WAS ONLY FOURTEEN FEET LONG OR S0O), WENT HIGHER THAN ANYONE ALL WEEKEND,
CLEARED THE JUMP BY ALMOST DOUBLE IT’S LENGTH, AND PRETTY MUCH BROKE HIS NOSE ON HIS CROSS-
BAR WHEN HE LANDED. INSANE! ANOTHER GUY, WHO I’VE HEARD HADN’T RIDDEN IN A LONG TIME, DID
ALMOST THE SAME THING. | GUESS HE WAS SCARED OF NOT CLEARING THE JUMP, BUT OH MAN DID HE
CLEAR IT, AND WITH POSSIBLY THE LARGEST LAWN DART I’D EVER SEEN. FIFTEEN FEET TO YOUR HEAD
DOES NOT FEEL GOOD, AND BELIEVE ME HE WAS HURTIN’. ALL | CAN SAY IS GET WELL SOON, AND OFFER
THIS BIT OF ADVICE: WHEN YOU’RE AT A NEW JUMP TRY

FOLLOWING A LOCAL WHO KNOWS HOW FAST TO GO.

OUT AT THE SIXTEEN WAS WERE | SPENT MOST OF THE DAY. ROBO COULDN’T RIDE, BUT HE WAS

ON HAND TO HECKLE AND HELP ME OUT WITH PHOTOS NONE THE LESS. THE LOCALS LOOKED GOOD (SUR-
PRISE, SURPRISE). ECD WAS IN THE HOUSE AND REPRESENTING. | WAS IMPRESSED BY A NEW FACE: VAN
HOMEN, WHO BUSDROVE NO LESS THEN THREE SETS IN A ROW. BASICALLY THERE WAS WAY TOO MUCH
GOOD RIDING TO MENTION, AND FAR TOO MUCH TO PICTURE IN THE MAGAZINE. SOMETIMES | WISH | cOuUuLD
DO A WHOLE ISSUE ON EACH EVENT | GO TO, AND THIS WAS ONE SUCH OCCASION.

IF YOU HAVE THE MEANS TO GO TO ANY OF THE KiLL YOURSELF JAMS NEXT YEAR, | STRONGLY

SUGGEST THAT YOU GO. DO IT FOR THE DRAMA, DO IT FOR THE FUN, DO IT BECAUSE YOU HAVE NOTHING
BETTER TO DO, BUT WHATEVER THE CASE JUST GO.
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Pictorial

JAY LONEGRAN DIVING
THROUGH THE SIXTEEN PACK
WITH “TRAILMASTER”
KNOCKIN’ ON HIS BACK DOOR.
ECD ALIVE AND WELL AT THE

7-1T1T JAM. = o oo oo oo oo oo oo o o o o = L




I have received a lot of feedback, both praise and flak, about my
treatment of the B.S./ESPN contests and the X-Games. Many people have com-
mended me on my harsh and heart felt views on the contests, while others
were shocked and couldn’t understand where I was coming from. Mark Losey
is one such detractor; as is Dave Mirra, who thought I was ripping on him. I
wasn't. ;

One of the main arguments is that the contests enable the pros to
earn a better living then they ever could before, and that they are therefore
good. Another commonly held view is that the coverage is good for the sport,
L.e. the “TV is your friend” point of view. Fair enough, but what about all the
kids who lost a contest series?

Then I got this letter from a man named Neil which opens up a
whole new can of worms. The whole letter is too long to print in whole, but it
begins with an account of Neil’s riding career, how he had become “discon-
nected” with riding for a few years, and how he recently got back into the sport
he loves. He tells of how, since returning to BMX; he has been riding for up to
four hours a night by himself, and how stoked on riding he is. This leads up to
the day he first found Tread...

Then one day I stumbled upon a magazine with an article about a
contest called the ESPN-BS comp. At first I didn’t know what they were talkin;
about, the last thing I ever heard about a B.S. contest was that they were a small,
garage style competition held two, maybe three times a year. They were the
“shit” in the freestyle world; and now here this author was ripping both the
comp. and the men to shreds on how they’re running the sport, as if for some
reason this guy was titled “Holier-than-thou.”

I ride by myself. I ride better alone. I ride for myself. I ride for the
satisfaction of feeling my legs burn with exhaustion. I ride because it allows me
to escape, allows me to express myself in a way that nothing else can. If some-
body sees me ride and enjoys watching me, so be it; but when most people see

* medoa dgrind they think I crashed. I just laugh and say, “No, I meant to do
that,” and ride away.

™
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A Bunch

oo S,

Like I stated previously, I've been disconnected. I haven’t been around to
hear nor witness what’s been going on, but looking at what is going on with non-prej-
udiced eyes (meaning I haven't passed judgement, nor made an opinion on any pet-
son, people, company, or corporatiog) I think people should begin riding for them-
selves. Too many people are wrapped up in “scenes.” Don’t get me wrong, it is cool
having a bunch of friends to ride with, and a kick ass place to ride. That is something
to get wrapped up in, your local scene, but when someone decides it’s their right to
publically / nationally announce his / her disapproval on what someone decides to do
with their own bike company, corporation, park, property, or in this case, competi-
tion, that is stepping over the line. It is a noble cause to try and keep this whole BMX
thing from being exploited and “dying”, as it did in the 1980’s; but as did Green Day’s
rise and fall, if it does happen, it will be just a phase, a trend, and like all other trends,
it will fizzle out.

Besides, if BMX does become the next “trend”, are you going to stop rid-
ing? If so, then quit riding now; because, the metaphorical “Tree of BMX” doesn’t
need dead branches. What it needs is strong roots. The roots that will statz'l strong no
matter what happens to the tree. Remember those roots. Remember the day you
took your training wheels off. Remember the day you jumped you first curb, remem-
ber the driveway where you rode your first wheelie, remember the first log and wood
pangtﬂ b}g)u nailed together for a jump to hold the “longest jump” contest with your
neighbor.

Stop all this Nationals, ESPN, B.S., X-Games bulldung, and start riding for

ourself; because, BMX is a part of you. It is in your heart, in your head, and in your
tl)lood, and BMX will never die until you decide not to fix that flat tire.

Sincerely yours,

Neil F. Jauquet

Platteville, WI

To Neil (and those it may concern),

First of all, I'd like to say that I have nothing against Matt Hoffman, nor any
of the Hoffman crew. I do think the contests suck, but I don’t blame that on them.
As for my “holier-than-thou” attitude, I was just voicing an opinion, an opinion that I
share with a lot of people.

Now let me also say that it is fun to voice oTinions, just as it is fun to write
into the magazine with yours. Opinions make the world interesting, and if there were
no og'mions in this magazine it would be boring. Just know that it is an opinion, and
you have every right to disagree.

Let me also say that you have not been to these contests, and I think that
if you had been, your eyes would be a bit more prejudiced. Yes, the Hoffman con-
tests of old were the “shit”. Iused to get so bummed on the way home from a con-
test; because, I realized I was going back to normal boring life. While I'was at the con-
test I felt like I fit in, like I was important, like I belonged to something. Well, these
new contests offer no such feelings of glory.

When I go to one of these contests I feel like a lab rat, and I know I'm not
alone. Almost everyone I talked to says the same thing-they’re just not fun! Now I
get bummed at the contest, and pray for the weekend to be over so that I can go back
to my regular boring life.

What's different? Well, one change you would definitely notice at the new
and “improved” made for TV series is a distinct lack of riders. There’s nobody there!
Nobody that is except for people off the street whom they can bribe with Slim Jims
and tee shirts for applause. Nobody except those riders who stand to make some
money. Nobody but nobody wants to go to these things. The latest contest in Seal
Beach California was twenty one and over to spectate, and it cost twenty five bucks to
getin. Does that sound like the Hoffman comps you remember?

Also, if it’s not my right to try and save the sport, who's is it? Why does it
have to be a trend? Why can’t BMX be promoted as a lifestyle, as something to do
because you love it, and not because it’s on TV. I do ride for myself, and no I won't
stop riding no matter how big or small it gets. I've never stczf)ped riding for any rea-
son (Well, except broken bones and such). I've got roots deep enough to know a
time when there were no pegs, no gyros, and yes I do remember the day I took my
training wheels off.

Finally I'd like to say that I have nothing ag:)inst you. Thanks for keeping
me in check. I think you ride for the right reasons, the same reasons that I ride for,
and that’s what I want people to understand. I want people to look through all the
hype, and see the real reasons why people ride. Maybe I didn’t say that clear enough,
but I was prgjtK upset at the time.

I e(f to Steve Swope, and he told me that things will be different next
year. The company who.was running the contests is no longer doing so, and they are
open to suggestions. So maybe things will be better in the new year. In any case, I'l
still be riding, you'll still be riding, and BMX will still be the best.

Thanks for sharing your opinions.




DIRECTORY

. Arizona

| Strictly BMX

. 18218 North 1st St.
Phoenix, AZ 85022

califomi
Hidden Valley Bicycle
Escondido
619-746-1509

A-1 Cycle
Westminister
714-893-3706

Mototechnica
Los Angeles
213-261-7050

Green Line Cycles
Oroville
916-533-7885

Prospects One
Huntington Beach
714-962-1927

. California Bike and
Snowbrd 1
1469 Danville Blvd.
Alamo, CA 94507

Bicycles Lid.
155 N. Fairview Ave.
Goleta, CA 93117

. Spokesman
. Santa Cruz
408-429-6062

Family Cycling Center
Santa Cruz
408-475-3883

Joselyn’s Bicycles
638 Lighthouse Ave.
Monteray, CA 93940

Kirk's Bike Shop, Inc.
Ramona
619-789-4111

. Whittier Cyclery
. Whittier
310-947-1214

Colorado

Cycle Madness
. Arvada

303-431-6388

¢ Connecticut

. T.C. Cycle
Newtown

. 203-426-9111

. Meriden Bicycle Center
. 518 Broad St.
. Meriden, CN 06450

Bicycle Goodie Shop
. Newtown
| 203-426-8310

Cheshire Cycling
. Cheshire
. 203-250-9996

Florida

Energy Conservatory Bike
Dunedin

813-734-1079

. Nud, Sweat, & Gears
i 2005 W. Lake Mary Blvd.
. #110

Lake mary, Fl 32746

Kovachi
Marietta
770-499-8686

Bob's Bicycle Shop
Rome
706-291-1501

lllinois
Grummert's Cycle
Sterling
815-625-2587

Calumet City Schwinn
Calumet City
708-891-2600

Sundance Cycle
Bloomingdale
708-980-3136

Bike Line
Orland Hills
708-460-4846

Fox River Schwinn
19 8. Lincolnway
North Aurora, IL 60542

Amling's Cycle & Fitness
Arlington Hits.
847-253-0349

Indiana

Dan's Competition
Mt. Vernon
812-838-2691

Summit City Bicycles
Fort Wayne
219-484-0182

Circle City Bicycles &
Fitness

Indianapolis
317-786-9244

lowa

Rampage
Davenport
1-819-323-4894

Pat's Bike Shop
Des Moines
515-271-0994

Ameritech Cycling
Des Moines
515-284-0540

Kansas

Bike Tek
Salina
918-825-7314

Louisiana

Kart Connection
Monroe
318-325-5575

Maryland
Tabletop Shop
Pasadena
410-255-7600

Massachusetts
Landry's Bicycles
Framingham
508-875-5158

Pedal Power

i Acton_ :

_New York

508-263-3197

Eastern Boarder
Fitchburg
508-348-1119

The Bike Barn
Whitman
617-447-4469

Dick Maul's Bike Shop
Halifax
617-293-3665

Wakefield Schwinn
Cyclery

16 Albion St.
Wakefield, MA 01880

Michi
Albe's
Warren
810-264-1152

The Bike Shop
Grand Rapids
616-531-9906

Minnesota

Peterson Bike-N-Sport
Maple Grove
612-421-7410

Mickey’s Bike Shop
520 East St.
Chicopee, MS 01020

Twin City BMX
Minneapolis
1-800-829-2453

Nebraska

Grandpa's Bicycle Shop
Omaha

402-392-2390

Jerse
Bicycle World
Howell
908-431-5610

George's Bike Shop
Plainfield
908-757-0030

Chip-N-Dales Bike Shop
Mount Holly
609-261-1981

New York
Twin Bicycle
Middle Village
718-326-7725

Brand's Cycle and
Fitness

Wantagh
516-781-6100

Danny's Rideaway
Levitown
516-579-7770

Phat Skateboards
94 River Street
Hornell, NY 14845

Larry's Cycle Shop
Brooklyn
718-377-3600

GP BMX
180 Robinson St.
Binghamton, NY 13904

Campus WheelWorks
Buffalo
716-881-3613

New York Cyclis

212-864-4449

Nevada

Thrills on Wheels
Las Vegas
702-453-2824

North Carolina
Schanewolf's Cycle Sport
Shelby

704-484-0008

Ohio

Backwoods Mailorder
Warren
216-847-9048

Jibo Bike Shop
Bannock
614-968-3172

Scheinder Bikes
Cleviand
216-631-7187

Qregon

Laurca's World of Wheels
Keizer

503-393-0500

R&C Racing
Eugene
503-686-4493

Pennsyivania
Charlies Bicycle Shop
Levitown
215-946-6289

Pedaller Bike Shop
Lansdale
215-361-2909

Action Wheels
Bethlehem
610-866-1113

Pocono Gateway
E. Stroudsburg
717-424-1552

Rhode lIsland

Extreme Sport

1463 Atwood Ave. Unit E
Johnston Rl 02919

Texas
Bike-O-Rama
Denton
817-380-0099

Walker & Son Schwinn
5604 Pinemont
Houston, TX 77092

Bicycle Center
San Antonio
210-662-9253

Utah

Test Pilot Bike & Board
Ogden

801-621-7845

Bike Peddler
24 E. Main
American Fork, UT 84003

Pedal Power Bicycles Inc.
Mechanicsville
804-730-9197

Colley Ave. Bike Shop
2618 Colley Ave.
Norfolk, VA 23517

Washinaton

Greg Cycle

Seatle
206522

Hackenbushes
8012 S. Tacoma Way
Tacoma, WA 98499

Northwest Mtn. Bike
6304 6th Ave.
Tacoma, WA 98406

The Bike Master
244 S. 168th St.
Spanaway, WA 98387

Old Town Cycles
Bellinham
360-734-9749

Wi ;
The Beach Front
Neenah
414-725-9131

Torgue Center
New Berlin
414-786-4420

Olde Faithful Bicycles
1362 Sheridan Ave.
cody, WY 82414

England

Backyard St Leanards
East Sussex
011-44--1-424-718-143

Custom Riders/Scoop Dist
Hitchen, Herts
011-44-1-462-437035

France

Cycles Jean Claude
Chelles
33160081028

California Style
87001 Limoges
011-33-55-32-83-74

Japan

Dig It Corp.
Kanagawa
011-81-462-46-5352

Canada

Bungay's
Bicycle&Snowboard
Moncton
1-800-799-4911

Cyclepath 3
Guelph Ontario
519-766-4082

On the Verge

292 Geneva St. Unit C

St. Catharines, Ontaria I2N-
2E8

PCK Bicycle Warehouse
Nanaimo B.C.,
604-753-0122

PCK Bicycle Warehouse
Nanaimo B.C.
604-753-0122

Germany

Rabbit BMX

D. Bremen
011-49-421-627-570

Dragonfly Bike Trading
Wendenstr. 196-198
20537 Hamburg, Germany

erland
Rodolfo's Intl.
011-31-20-691-0888
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Van Homen: plain wrap, New Jersey

B: Van Homen, why do you think 16H is so hard?
V: I don’t know, | guess we just ride a lot or some-
thing. We like to ride trails a lot, so everybody’s
really skilled and fast.

: Who do you think is going to get number one?
V: I'm rootin’ for Dan Lachman.



VATIONAL.

Racing amazes me! not just racing, but the whole race atmos-

phere. It confuses me too. Actually it stirs up all sorts of conflicting emotions. | stand
there at the races amazed, dumfounded, stoked one minute, and bummed the next. I'm
impressed by the riding, stoked to see all my friends, and bummed when | see kids so
amped on winning that they can’t just relax and have a good time.
There’s so much pressure at races, so many people taking things way too serious-
ly, and it warps people’s minds. Theu start to worry more about grams and
gear ratios than aci‘uallu enjoying themselves. Everybody is brain-
washed into believing that’s what BMH is

all about. BMH should be fun, period!

There’s really no other reason to ride. Sure you can
make a living if you happen to be one of the best in the
world, but even then, if you don’t like what you're
doing, there’s easier ways to pay the rent.
Here’s a good ekample of what | mean. One
racer, who shall remain nameless, refused to ride
the bike his sponsor gave him, and instead rode a
bike which was about a half pound lighter;
because, he felt his bike was too heavy. He hon-
estly thinks that half a pound is going to make
that big of a difference, and he actually takes
racing that seriously that he’d screw his sponsor
for eight lousy ounces. That being said, it was
pure poetic justice to see his him lose every moto
that he raced against his teammate, who was
riding the very bike he refused to ride. Gee, how
could that be. His bike was lighter, but he still
lost? Maybe he should have had a Powerbar?
Racing is so incredible, the skill displayed and all you
friends, and you should be having the best time of your life, but that’s hard when you see so many
people caught up in the “Win! Win!” mentality. For me, BMK should be something that you love, and some-
thing that you enjoy. It should be something that you do for the way it makes you feel, and not just to win
at any cost. That’s why I find races confusing.

But hey, that’s just me. | guess for some “Winning is Everything,” and the desire to win is what
drives them to be the best. With that in mind, Brennan talked to possibly the most competitive and stress-
ful class out there. No they're not the pros, at least not yet, they're the Sinteen Experts, and they’'re some
of the best in BMKX. Brennan talked to them to find out what they think of their class, racing; and BMK in
general.
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Dan Lachman: ssm,
Pittsburgh

B: Wh dn gou think 16X is so
damn
D: Everunne knows how to
ride! So many damn smooth
kids, they can all pedal their
asses off too.
B: Is it hard this weekend?
D: Hell yeah! Semi’s stacked.
Evemﬂlmg s stacked.

ho do you think is going
to get number one? There’s
only about six of you guys in
ﬁnnnlngencu

B: You?

D: Dee’s nuts. No. There’s so
many people who could, it
just depends who makes ‘the
main.

B: Pick a name!

D: | don’t know. There’s a
ood candidate right there.
Points to Jason Johnson)

Jason Johnson: Rocket
Racing, Atlanta / Florida

B: How many good kids do
you think there are in 16X on
any given day?

J: Rbout twenty.

B: Jesus! And why do you
think it’s so hard?

: Because we're all husk
men, and we all picture goo
Ionkmg girls at the Finish
line, and it just makes us so
fasf, and we're factory and
cool like that.

B: Who do you think is going
to get number one?

J: 1don’t know. IF | say mel
think we’ll have a brawl.

B: You're one of fhe guys sit-
ting in the top spot huh?

) \'eah so are about ten
other peo
B: So 1; s a I|ﬂle tight?

Keith Terra: TNT / Simple,
Long Island

B: Ilelfh what’s your views
on 164

“ .
It's the hardest class
ever! Everyone’s fast, and
everyone’s got skills.
There's no advantages.
And everyone’s factory, so
it makes it that much

harder

B: Illhn do you think is
anmg to get number one?

s kind of tough, but |

think my boy Dan
Lachman’s gonna get
number one.

B: RAlright, that’s two on
the bedpost for him.

Mike Albine: Poweraid,
Orlando

B: Give us your views on 16H.
M: Anyone can win it man.
How many people do you think are in the
numher one contention?

Quite a few. I'm not really in there so |
don t care.
B: 7lllho do you think is going to get number

-]
by
:

one?
M: Can’t tell, there’s so manu people out here.
B: Anything else about 16H?

m: It rocks man!

Kevin Dougherty: Pro Cycles, Florida

B: What do you think about fhe gene pool in
16X? Where do you stand on it?

K: In the middle.

B: Whyis it hard?

K: Everybody's fast! There's not nne rerson
who’s slow, everybody on the gafe is fas

B: Who's geﬁmg number one?

’rurﬁegs 0 s‘l:l)g u'ﬂf grllilautI *flk

we're

R: HKevin Dougherty.
B: You're the refurmn champ from last year
after four years of getting your butt kicked!
H Yup. Five years of getfing my butt kicked.
Five years, and you finally got number one
hasf ea"r So you think you can hang on to it?
: We'll see.

Stevie Harold: Pro Cycles

B: How many years have you gotten number
one in fhls t:lass7

: Justo
B The uear before last?

B: Then Kevin Dougherty took it from you last
ear
Yeah.
B Is it hard for you?
Yeah, there’ s a lot of Fast quys. R lot of
facforu feams, and it's aqPresswe
: You turned ul) right before this race huh?
: Yeah, my bir hda[u. s August 3
B So coming into this race, hlJlIl dn you Feel
about it?
S: It’s hard, but...
B: Do you look forward fo it?
S: Veah, | look forward toit. I1’s a good chal-
lenge, a ‘chance to prove myselFf | guess.

Mark Hildebrand: Illlinois

B: What do you think of 16H, what are your
views on it, is it hard, and ulhu is it so hard?
M: There’s so many people that are fast.
E'\(nilrubodus so equal, and everybody has
skills
B: Do you think it’s harder here at the Grands
than at most races?

: Veah, it’s a lot harder here; because,
everybody’s here, and everybody trains for

and we
i line, ’r
ctory an coo

--Jason Johnson




st.

B: Wing Ding, you raced 16K for the better half of
the season, and you're always a good confender to
e taking some guy out, so what do you think of the
6H guys this weekend, and who do you think is

ﬂnlf 10 qj nun}her one?
4 '1“ K nsw, ohnson is going to get number one,
ink 16H is the hardest class. | can’t race it.
s w qu not racing the Grands, this year.
:#Did you take out anybody good this gear? Any
can claim on your hit list 5
a bunch of scrubs, that’s about it.
h htal!rqqfsf name guy that you’ve ever

class?

“J'don’t know. ;
:_Have you ever taken out Kevin Dougherty?

jsty Wiedeman?
‘never raced him before.

eif] If"a } :
, Reith is a wuss though. He cries when |
m out.
at about Dan Lachman, | heard that guy
ﬁk aturn? :
e kis a turn like a retagd. That’s why he
make the main. (laughter

3,

ast!
i

--Revin Dougherty

After the semis

B: Reith, now that you haven’t made the main,
who do you think is going to get number one?
Because Dan Lachman’s out of the running now,
so that means your bets off?
R: My boy Dan didn’t make it, that’s right. I'm
rootin for Jay or Dusty; because, | really don't
want to see Harold or Dougherty get it. Not try-
ing to talk trash or anything, but they've had i
for too long.
B: Bovona says, “and they're dgag."
R: Well, that’s an opinion. | don't want to talk
trash or nothing’.
B: You see Bovona used to be 16X until he turned
17. He? Bovona! This is Tom Bovona from New
York, LI. What do you think about 16K; because,
ou were 16X For half the year?
: It’s definitely tough. It’s like a AA race I'll tell
¥ou that. It’s a lot harder than my class, where
here’s Royal, you know, but he’s gay. There’s a
lot of Fast people, Terra, Brandon...



this race, so...

B: Who do you think is going to get

number one?

m: Well, I'm not really sure. I'm not

really in contention for number one this

Hear, so | really don’t know. Maybe
ougherty.

Brandon Silvers: BASE, Long Island

R: lilu7ha1 do you think? Why is it so
ard?

BS: Everybody’s out for the same
ihlnlg. Everybody’s equal. Ilohodg.ll's
really that much better than anybody
else. It'sscary!

B: Who do q’ou think is going to get
number one? :

BS: Can’t say. Anybody in both the
semi’s has potential o win the main
any day of the week. You can’t tell.
It's scary to tell, you don’t want to
jink anyone.

Paul Bailey:

B: What are your views on 16H?

P: It's pretty hard. We’ve got_ nine
fast guys who could win the main at
anytime. | don’t know why it’s so hard.
¢ | [t’s been getting harder the past couple
of years | know that. A lot of giuus.are
coming over from ABA, and it’s just
getting harder and harder.

B: You said nine guys, do you think that’s about how many
aond strong guys you have every time?

: For sure. .
B: That’s more than a main.
P: VYup. It’s going to be tough to getin.
B: So going into the semi, who do you think is going to get
gum"t]m'r one?

: Me!

Dan Morgenstern: Clayborn

B: What do you think about 16K?

M: It’s a hard class, reall;llhard to transfer fhrnugh.

'lt;h lllhat'do you think of this race, as opposed to the rest of
e year?

M: [t’s pretty much been the same all year, always the same

top finishers. 1t’s hard all year.

B: Who do you think is going to get number one?

M: Myself! | don’t know, probably Kevin again.

Dusty Wiedeman: Cyclecraft, Florida

B: Give us your views on 168.

D: It’s hard as shit! There’s seriously no other harder class
out here.

B: How many good guys do you think?

D: At least ten.

B: who do you think is getting number one/ !
D: Seriously, Lachman’s getting it. I'm down too far to get if.
Unless | win the main and everybody else falls, Lachman’s get-

ing it.
B: ?Ioul manli guys that I;‘mu know of are in contingency for it?
D: Seven or kight | think.

B: How many points apart? :

D: I'm in seventh and I'm nine points down.
B: And how many points can you ¥ef for winning the main?
D: Twenty points for the main. If all comes down to it.
Robert Pierce: Powerlite

B: What’s your views on 16H?

R: The class is real tough. Rll eight guys that are in the main
are super fast.

B: How many strong gugs do you think you have to look for-
ward to at every race?

R: Everybody! You can’t underestimate anybody, or they’re

onna go right by you.
B2 Whe uo you Hhigk

o0 do you t is going to get number one?
R: Honesﬂ* | couldn’t tell you.
B: It’s that close?

R: At least what |'ve heard. | haven’t been paying attention
just ‘cause | don’t know how to read the points, but from
what | heard everyone’s within nine points away.

Unfortunately they didn’t make it, but what can you say.

B: Who do you think is going to get number one?

T: Hopefully not Harold or Dougherty, but hopefully Dusty or Jay.

B: Brandon Silvers is finally giving his opinion on who’s going o win num-

er one.

BS: It better be either Dan Lachman...

B: It can’t! Dan Lachman didn’t make it out of his semi you Fool.

ES:*IlleII. | was over there cryin. Who made it? Tell me who made it
irst.

?:hllustu, Stevie, Harold, Kevin Dougherty, Paul Bailey, and Jason
ohnson.

BS: Jason Johnson or Dusty Wiedeman, one of those.

B: Dan Lachman, | had a lot of votes for you for number one this year,
and gou didn’t make it out of your semi, so what do you think of T6X
now

ow?

E: It’s still pretty hard, but it got a lot harder in that semi in the first
urn.

B: How man*guqs were there in your semi that were really hard?

D: Eight of them!

B: W o7do you think is gonna get number one now that you're not in the
running?
D: Steve Howard or Kevin Dougherty, maybe Jason Johnson.
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This photo is from 7
the “DR Dirt Circuit” at the
NBL Grands. The jump comp _ :
was sheer brilliance, quite a '

stark contrast to the
atmosphere of the Grands,
and a welcome change. ~
There were 41 participants
when Budman cut off the #
sign ups, and if he hadn't
there would have been plen-
ty more. Steve was worried |
that it would be out of con- : *
trol, and that’s enactly - *
what it was. Complete
Chaos! It was BMHK in it’s
finest hour. | loved it, and :?
felt sorry for Steve; '
because, he couldn’t enjoy :
the madness that he was - -
responsible for. All he could "
do is sit back and watch as
Steve Crandall rocked the
mic, and 40 odd BMHKer's
vented their pent up
aggressions.
One after another
they threw themselves
across the chasm with a
blatant disregard
for the rules,
personal safety,
and the safety of
those people
crashing in front
of them. Mo matter
what happened
S s they wouldn't stop.
Rl o+  Now that’s BMKA! .
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